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ONE HUNDRED 






PROGRAMME 
OF THE EVENTS AND OCCASION 


OF THE 
CELEBRATION 


OF THE 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


INCORPORATION OF THE 
BOROUGH OF SOMERSET 


IN THE 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET 
IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
ONE OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Somerset, Pennsylvania 


Incorporated March 5, 1804 


The Sesquicentennial ... March 5, 1954 -July 5, 1954 


ONE HUNDRED FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 





N OUR DEMOCRACY there are those who believe the ancient 
adage, “what is old is good.” There are others who with equal 
confidence believe ““The old must give way to the new.” Political economy recognizes 
merit in both propositions. The necessary application of these truths have produced 
conflicts which have, however, been resolved favorably for the advancement of govern- 


mental operations in nation, state, county and municipality. 


Thomas Jefferson anticipated these conflicts in the young American Republic. 


At the age of seventy-three, Mr. Jefferson, on July 12, 1816, wrote to an intimate friend: 


Iam not an advocate for frequent changes in laws and constitutions. But laws and institu- 
tions must go hand in hand with the progress of the human mind. As that becomes more 
developed, more enlightened, as new discoveries are made, new truths discovered and 
manners and opinions change, with the change of circumstances, institutions must advance 
also to keep pace with the times. We might as well require a man to wear still the coat which 
fitted him when a boy as civilized society to remain ever under the regimen of their barbarous 


ancestors. 


Such has been the philosophy of government which has characterized the 
thinking and actions of those men and women of Somerset who have bequeathed to 
us a sound and progressive municipal government. In appreciation of that inheritance 


and in the memory of those who gave us this rich heritage, this page is affectionately 


dedicated. 


Witeome te Srmersel 


A CENTURY and a half is a relatively brief period as time is measured 
and of itself, unimportant. The progress and accomplishments during those years in 
a community are the important characteristics of the period. To review briefly the One 
Hundred Fifty years of Somerset as an incorporated borough and to note the advance- 
ments made here is the purpose and occasion of the Somerset Sesquicentennial. 

All of our people join in this delightful community endeavor to present the story 
of Somerset-—*ONCE THE WILDERNESS”—‘The Home of the Frosty Sons of 
Thunder’”—The Roof Garden of Pennsylvania.”’ In pageantry, in music, in the old 
log house, in the ‘‘Sketches of Somerset,” in the various historical and antique displays, 
and in the many special events of the celebration you will see not only the story of 
Somerset, Pennsylvania, but also, the story of Somerset, U.S.A. 


| Ceome-j join us in this happy birthday party. 


DEL ine to Somerset. 


Welcome to the Somerset Sesquicentennial. 


 Niper tie hia 


Burgess of Somerset Borough 


LiEnee’ oS 
Thomas F. Lansberry 
Judge of Somerset County 





WHEN IN THE CourRsE of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among 
the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 


We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the Consent of the governed, 


We . . . solemnly publish and declare, That these . . . colonies are, and of right 
ought to be Free and Independent States . . . and for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 


In addition to the title and introductory paragraph 
of the Declaration of Independence, the above quotations 


contain the fundamental pronouncements on Freedom and Independence as substan- 


tally penned by Thomas Jefferson, the chief draftsman 
of that now famous document, our charter of freedom. 








The United States of America 


PREAMBLE 


We the people of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
Domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Pos- 
terity do ordain and establish this Constitution for 


the United States of America. 


THE FIRST AMENDMENT 


Freedom of Religion, of Speech, of the Press, and 
Right of Petition 

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem- 
ble, and to petition the government for a redress 
of grievances. 


THE FOURTH AMENDMENT 


Persons and Houses to Be Secured from Unreasonable 
Searches and Serzures 

The right of the people to be secured in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against un- 
reasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated, 
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and 
the persons or things to be seized. 


THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 


Trials for Crimes—Just Compensation for Private 
Property Taken for Public Use 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, 
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a present- 
ment of indictment of a Grand Jury except in cases 
arising in the land or naval forces, or in the 
Militia, when in actual service in time of War or 
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for 
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of 
life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any Criminal 
Case to be a witness against himself nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 
use, without just compensation. 


THE EIGHTH AMENDMENT 


Excessive Bail, Fines and Punishments Prohibited 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 
inflicted. 


THE TENTH AMENDMENT 


Powers not Delegated, Reserved to States and People 
Respectively 

The powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people. 


So live unmolested is not a political privilege, 
but a natural, absolute and indefeasible right, which human 
government may protect, but cannot either give or withhold. 


JEREMIAH SULLIVAN BLACK 


from his address on Religious Liberty 





United States Capitol—one of the most widely recognized 
public buildings is the United States Capitol Building located in Washington, D.C. 
In it is contained the Hall of Fame and many valuable works of art, both painting 
and sculpturing. The Congress of the United States consisting of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, reputed to be the most powerful legislative body in 
the world, conducts its sessions in the Capitol. The United States flag which flew 
from the staff shown on this picture on March 5, 1954, Somerset’s sesquicentennial 


anniversary, was forwarded to Somerset through the courtesy of U. S. Senator 
Edward Martin. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


February 9, 1954 


Dear Judge Lansberry: 


I am delighted to learn of the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration of Somerset, and I am happy to 
hear that our Vice President is scheduled to 
address the citizens of your community on this 
occasion. 


Congressman Simpson has reminded me of the 
rich historical tradition of Somerset and of its 
reputation as a center of agriculture, coal 
mining and production of fine maple syrup. 
May this reputation continue to grow throughout 
the years ahead. 


To all of you, on this significant moment in the 
history of your community, I extend my warmest 
greetings and my best wishes for another pros- 
perous and eventful century and a half. 











Sincerely, 


The Honorable Thomas F. Lansberry 
Chairman, Sesquicentennial Committee 
Somerset 
Pennsylvania 





Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon 


Dyan of thrifty, hard-working Quaker 
parents January 9, 1913 in Yorba Linda, California, 
Richard M. Nixon was graduated from Whittier 
College in 1934, Duke University Law School in 
1937, practiced law five years, entered the United 
States Navy in 1942, serving until 1946, during 
which tour of duty he was awarded two battle 
stars and two commendations for service in the 
South Pacific, advanced to the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander, elected to Congress from the 12th 
California District in 1946 and re-elected in 1948, 
the latter time on both Republican and Democratic 
tickets, elected United States Senator from Cali- 
fornia in 1950, nominated and elected Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States in 1952 and assumed the 
duties of that high office on January 20, 1953, eleven 
days after his fortieth anniversary. 

The meteoric rise of Vice President Nixon and 
his profound influence on national and international 
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affairs are due in large measure to his sincere de- 
votion to the fundamental principles of the tradi- 
tional American way of life, his unusual capacity 
for long hours of hard work, his keenness of mind 
in sensing and solving national and international 
problems and his high personal integrity. 

Mr. Nixon and Mrs. Nixon, the former Patricia 
Thelma Ryan, affectionately known as ‘‘Pat,” a 
former commercial teacher in the Whittier High 
School, were married in a Quaker ceremony, June 
21, 1940, and are the parents of two daughters, 
Patricia, 8 and Julie, 6. Somerset County, along 
with the nation, is proud of the Nixon family and 
wishes for them many joyous years. 

With understandable pride every resident of 
Somerset County joins in welcoming the distin- 
guished Vice President of the United States, the 
Honorable Richard M. Nixon, to Somerset and the 
Somerset Sesquicentennial. 





GEORGE |. BLOOM 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


EDWARD MARTIN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


pascal Mnited States Senate seem 


FINANCE 
PUBLIC WORKS WASHINGTON, D.C. 


March 5, 1954 


Dear Judge Lansberry: 


It gives me great pleasure to extend most 
cordial greetings on the Sesqui-Centennial of the Borough of 
Somerset. 


Pennsylvania is proud of Somerset as an out- 
standing example of a cormunity in which all the elements of 
patriotic Americanism are so splendidly represented. It is 
rich in historic association with the building of our State 
and the western expansion of the American frontier. 


Ever since it was founded Somerset has been 
guided by the spirit of the couregeous, self-reliant pioneers 
who came into this region of great scenic beauty with freedom 
as their goal and faith in God as their sustaining power. 


On this important anniversary I am happy to 
offer my heartiest congratulations to the fine citizens of 
Somerset with complete assurance that the Sesqui-Centennial 
celebration, recalling the glorious record of the past, will 
inspire new hope and confidence for a future of greater achieve- 
ment. 


Very sincerely, 
EDWARD MARTIN 


Honorable Thomas F, Lansberry 
Chairman 

Somerset Borough Sesqui-Centennial Association 
Somerset, Pennsylvania 
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JAMES H. DUFF G. H. LUSH 
PENNSYLVANIA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


DAVID Fuss 


United Slates Benate ose 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 5, 1954 


Honorable Thomas F. Lansberry 

Chairman 

SOMERSET. BOROUGH SESQUICENTENNIAL 
ASSOCIATION 

Somerset, Pennsylvania 


My dear Judge Lausberry: 


I want to extend, through you, my congratu- 
lations to the people of Somerset upon the occasion of the 
Borough's 150th Anniversary. 


Somerset will always be unforgettable to me 
because of the great natural beauty of the surrounding 
mountains and because of the kind hospitality of its citizens. 
Iam sure that every visitor finds, as I do, that a stop at 
Somerset is an exhilarating experience. 











I know you are proud of the significant place 
which Somerset Borough has held in the history of our State 
and confident that the future holds good things for your com- 
munity. 


With kind personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


<7 or FP - ow, % 


James H. Duff 
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RICHARD M. SIMPSON COMMITTEE: 
18TH Dist., PENNSYLVANIA WAYS AND MEANS 


prensa Congress of the United States 


Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, B. €. 
March 4, 1954 


Honorable Thomas F. Lansberry 
President Judge 

Somerset, Pennsylvania 

Dear Judge Lansberry: 

I take great pleasure in offering my sincere 
congratulations to the Borough of Somerset on the occasion 
of its 150th anniversary, and best wishes for its continued 
growth as an important community of our great Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 


With kind regards, I am 


Sincerely, 


orn ate 





Richard M. Simpson, M. C. as 


y 
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The Pennsylvania Constitutions 


hee PRESENT organic law and frame- 
work of the government of the sovereign Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania is contained in the Consti- 
tution of 1873, the fourth constitution in the 
history of the state. Benjamin Franklin presided 
over the first constitutional convention in 1776, 
which Constitution remained in force until 1790 
when the second convention, presided over by 
Thomas Mifflin, drafted and effected the second 
constitution of the commonwealth. Forty-eight years 
later, 1838, the third constitutional convention 
drafted a new constitution which when submitted 
to the electors was adopted by the narrow margin 
of 1212 votes. The present constitution became 
effective by the vote of the people on January 1, 
1874. Hon. William J. Baer, President Judge of 





Somerset and Bedford Counties, represented this 
district in the constitutional convention of 1873. 
The 133 delegates labored almost one year before 
completing their task. Since that date more than 
fifty proposed amendments have been adopted and 
one-third that number have been rejected by the 
people. Notwithstanding the recent efforts of sev- 
eral administrations, both Republican and Demo- 
cratic, to have a new constitution written and 
adopted, the people have emphatically declined to 
do so. 

Although the structure of the governmental 
organization has been changed by the several con- 
stitutions and various amendments, the basic prin- 
ciples of democratic government written into the 
first constitution have been retained. 


From the Constitution of 1873... 


PREAMBLE 


We, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking His 
guidance, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 


INHERENT RIGHTS OF MANKIND 


Section 1. All men are born equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent and inde- 
feasible rights, among which are those of enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, pos- 
sessing and protecting property and reputation, 
and of pursuing their own happiness. 


POLITICAL POWERS 


Section 2. All power is inherent in the people, 
and all free governments are founded on their 
authority and instituted for their peace, safety and 
happiness... . 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
Section 3. All men have a natural and indefeas- 
ible right to worship Almighty God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences . . . 


FREEDOM OF PRESS AND SPEECH 


Section 7. ... The free communication of thoughts 
and opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man 
and every citizen may freely speak, write and print 
on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of 
that liberty. ... 


SECURITY FROM SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 


Section 8. The people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions from un- 
reasonable searches and seizures .. . 


RIGHTS OF ACCUSED 
IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS 

Section 9. In all criminal prosecutions, the 
accused hath a right to be heard by himself and his 
counsel, to demand the nature and cause of the 
accusation against him, to meet the witnesses face 
to face, to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor .. . 


BAIL-FINES AND PUNISHMENTS 


Section 13. Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel punishments 


inflicted. 
13 





Somerset County 


Sires COUNTY, Pennsylvania, 
is located in the southwestern portion of the state, 
sixty-three miles southeast of Pittsburgh on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike. For many years it has been 
a leading agricultural county and for more than 
fifty years one of the largest soft coal producing 
counties, approximately one-half billion tons having 
been mined in the past 53 years. During the past 
century it was well known for its production of 
lumber, particularly native pine, hemlock, maple 
and various oaks. 

Maple sugar and maple syrup of the finest 
quality are produced in the largest quantity of any 
county in the commonwealth. 

Somerset County, containing 1,084 square miles 
land area, is the seventh largest in the state, the next 
largest exceeding it by only 8 square miles and the 
largest by 131 square miles. 

In 1900 the population of the county was 49,461, 
in 1930, 80,764 and in 1950, 81,813. The population 
of Somerset Borough in 1900 was 1,834 and in the 
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year 1950 was 5,936. 

The productive industries of Somerset County 
during the year 1952 numbered 239 with an in- 
vested capital of $25,891,000; the wages and salaries 
paid by those industries for the same year amounted 
to $21,203,000 to 7,930 employees. 

Somerset County is fast becoming one of the 
choice recreational sections of the western portion 
of the state and is frequently referred to as a 
hunters’ and fishermen’s paradise. Its unusual scenic 
richness and appealing climate in spring, summer, 
autumn and winter attract many visitors to the 
county throughout the year; many of these have 
concluded to make their permanent homes in 
the county. 

Excellent public utilities and their services, 
splendid transportation facilities by railroads and 
good highways in all parts of the county, an airport, 
and an abundance of good labor, including many 
skilled workmen, combine to make Somerset County 
attractive to numerous smaller industries. 





Pennsylvania’s Early History 


Dr. SYLVESTER K. STEVENS 


Penna. State Historian 


K OLLOWING early explorations on the 
Delaware by the Dutch, the Swedes established the 
first permanent settlements within the present 
limits of Pennsylvania and in 1643 fixed their 
capital at Tinicum, now a State Park in which are 
located the foundations of the Swedish government 
building. Pennsylvania history began on a more 
substantial basis March 4, 1681, when King Charles 
granted a charter to William Penn to found a 
colony. The great proprietor arrived at the province 
in October the following year and shortly convened 
a general assembly of freeholders which enacted a 
fundamental code of laws and began the processes 
of a free government in Pennsylvania. Penn’s ‘‘Holy 
Experiment” was rooted deeply in principles of 
religious freedom, free government by free men and 
just relationships with the aboriginal people. At 
Pennsbury Manor on the Delaware the Quaker 
founder had built a combined memorial home and 
center for conduct of the government. 

Due to the policy of civil and religious freedom 
and the abundant opportunity for individual ad- 
vancement, Pennsylvania’s growth in colonial times 
was rapid. While the English Quakers remained 
the dominant strain, thousands of sturdy and 
freedom-loving German and Scotch-Irish, as well as 
Welsh and other racial strains, came to the prov- 
ince. The colony became distinguished for its 
agriculture and commerce. Philadelphia became 
the principal city of the New World and has often 
been termed the Athens of colonial America. 
Benjamin Franklin did much to give the cultural 
and intellectual life of the Quaker province world- 
wide distinction. Pennsylvania played an important 
part in the colonial wars and indeed the first 
engagements with the French, which provoked the 
great French and Indian War, were the result of 
French efforts to claim the upper Allegheny valley 


region and establish forts at present Erie, Waterford, 
Franklin and Pittsburgh. Washington was sent to 
warn the French to vacate their forts, but they 
refused and war followed the historic encounter at 
Fort Necessity. The Forbes expedition, organized 
at Carlisle, forced the enemy to abandon Fort 
Duquesne and the English replaced it with Fort 
Pitt, the beginning of Pittsburgh. 

On the eve of the Revolution Pennsylvania was 
the third largest colony, though next to the last to 
be founded. Its unusual spirit of freedom and 
tolerance made its citizens natural leaders in the 
cause of independence, and this was especially true 
of the Scotch-Irish on the frontier. Its population 
was about 300,000 and settlement had reached into 
southwestern Pennsylvania and beyond the Alle- 
ghenies. The key importance of the province is well 
indicated by the fact that it was at Philadelphia 
that colonial leaders gathered, first at Carpenter’s 
Hall and then at the State House (Independence 
Hall) to formulate their protests and ultimately 
their Declaration of Independence. Lancaster briefly 
and York for a longer period served as capitals 
during the Revolution. Pennsylvania was not only 
a governmental center, but its iron industry, its 
gunsmiths and other artisans were indispensable to 
waging the Revolutionary War. Contrary to popular 
impressions, more of the decisive battles and cam- 
paigns of the Revolution were waged in Pennsyl- 
vania than in New England. Southeastern Pennsyl- 
vania is dotted with imperishable Revolutionary 
monuments including Valley Forge and Brandywine. 
While the war was going on, the citizens took time 
to frame an independent government for them- 
selves, thereby creating the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania based upon the very democratic and 
forward-looking Constitution of 1776, written while 
great men were under the stress of War. 
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Pennsylvania State Capitol —rotiowing destruction of the main portion 


of the old capitol building on February 2, 1897, construction of the above Pennsyl- 
vania State Capitol building, located at Harrisburg, was authorized by an Act of 
1897, supplemented by an Act of 1901. On October 4, 1906 it was dedicated by 
President Theodore Roosevelt. The building is 520 feet long, 254 feet wide and the 
dome towers to a height of 272 feet. Surmounting the dome, a figure, symbolic of 
the Commonwealth, upholds a garlanded mace. The building contains 475 rooms 
including the executive offices of the Governor of the Commonwealth and other 
officials and the spacious and beautifully decorated Hall of the House and Senate 
Chamber wherein the Legislature of Pennsylvania conducts its deliberations. 













COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
HARRISBURG 


JOHNS.FINE March 5, 1954 


GOVERNOR 


Hon. Thomas F. Lansberry, 
President Judge 

Sixteenth Judicial District, 
Somerset, Pennsylvania. 


Dear Judge Lansberry: 


May I offer the warmest congratulations and felici- 
tations of the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the 
citizens of the Borough of Somerset on the auspicious occasion 
of the sesquicentennial of the Borough's establishment. Somer- 
set's story is capsule history of Pennsylvania and the Common- 
wealth's development. 


fhe greatness of our nation is the sum of the strength 
of its constituent states. The strength of our respective states 
is the initiative and courage, fortitude and enterprise displayed 
by the local inhabitants of our many towns and boroughs which 
were formed as monuments to the constructive spirit of the 
American people. Pennsylvania is no exception. The place our 
Keystone State occupies in the Union is set definitively by the 
capacity of our citizens who, amidst hills and fields, developed 
sound community life and solid political organization. Together 
our citizens cultivated an abiding sense of justice and liberty 
as the common heritage of each of us. 


Somerset, the roof garden of the Commonwealth, may 
be proud of the distinctive contributions which for one hundred 
and fifty years this Borough has made to the steady advance- 
ment of Pennsylvania. It may take pride in the many careers of 
service made by many of her sons in industry, political life 
and education. May your past prove a happy symbol of the pro- 
sperous and independent future which shall greet Somerset. 


Saar Tp 


Cordially, 
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Hon. Wittiam S. LivENGoop, JR. Hon. Frep P. Hare, Jr. xe 


Secretary of Internal Affairs Administrative Assistant to the 
Governor of the Commonwealth 





Hon. Harry A. NAUGLE Hon. J. Invinc WHALLEY 
Member of the General Assembly Member of General Assembly 
from Somerset County from Somerset County 
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CHAPTER MDCCCXL. 


An ACT for erecting part of the county of Bedford into a separate 
county. 


WHEREAS the inhabitants of the western part of Bedford 
county have, by their petitions, set forth to the General Assembly 
of this state the great hardships they labour under from being so 
remote from the present seat of justice, and the public offices: For 
remedy whereof, 

Sect. I. Be wa enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met, and rt 1s hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
all that part of Bedford county, lying and being to the westward of 
a line to be drawn along the top of the Allegheny mountain, from 
where the Maryland line crosseth the same to where the line of 
Huntingdon county crosseth the same mountain, shall be, and the 
same is hereby, declared to be erected into a county, henceforth to 
be called Somerset. 

Sect. II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the inhabitants of the said county of Somerset be entitled, and 
shall at all times hereafter have all and singular the courts, juris- 
dictions, officers, rights and privileges, to which the inhabitants of 
other counties of this state are entitled by the constitution and 
laws of this state. 

Sect. III. And be tt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That from and after the fourth Monday in September next, the 
Courts of Common Pleas and General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace in and for the said county of Somerset shall be opened and 

ene 2 nee + the carrts of W- * -nreland 


The Act of APRIL 17, 1795 


oan COUNTY, Pennsylvania was 

established by an act of the legislature passed April 

17, 1795, which act is recorded in the Official Law 

Book of the Commonwealth, Volume 5 on page 446. 

This act contained seventeen sections providing 

among other things for the establishment of the 

judicial system in the county, the levying and col- 

lecting of taxes, designation and selection of county 

officers and also state and federal representatives 

and the division of the county into townships. A 

portion of the first page of the Act of 1795 is set 
forth above. 





1795. 


The county 
of Somerset 
erected, 
and its 
boundaries 


described. 


The rights 
and privile- 
ges of the 
inhabitants 
of the new 
county the 
same as in 
other coun- 
ties. 


When and 
where the 
county 
courts shall 
be held. 
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Somerset’s First Courthouse 


Als FIRST COURTHOUSE in Somerset 
was a stone building fronting forty-four feet along 
Main Cross Street and extending forty feet along 
Union Street. Its first floor was occupied by a 
single court room, with the Judge sitting in the 
east. The second floor was divided into three rooms, 
one for the grand J jury, and two separate rooms for 
traverse juries. 

This building was constructed by Robert Spencer 
of Bedford County under a contract dated April 
17, 1798, for the sum of Five thousand six hundred 
dollars. No record of the exact date on which it was 
first occupied appears, but the Minutes of the 
County Commissioners’ Office show that on Jan- 
uary 24, 1801, at the request of Robert Spencer, 
the Commissioners inspected the building and 
found it incomplete. From this it may be reasonably 
inferred that the building must have been near 
completion at that time and was, in all probability, 
occupied in the early spring of 1801. 

This building was used fifty years. On May 20, 
1851, the County Commissioners contracted with 
William J. Baer for the removal of this first court- 
house and the county office building, to make room 
for a new courthouse. 

THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING was con- 
structed of brick, by Peter Kimmel in accordance 
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with a contract dated April 3, 1801. It was a one- 
story building divided into two offices, one occu- 
pied by the County Commissioners and their clerk 
and the other occupied by the appointed official 
who served as Prothonotary, Register of Wills 
and Recorder of Deeds, and County Treasurer. 
Josiah Espy, Esq., a resident of Quemahoning 
Township, was the first person to serve in this 
multiple capacity in Somerset County. 

THE COUNTY JAIL was constructed of stone, 
oak planks and iron bars, all in liberal amounts. 
The first story was enclosed by stone walls, two 
feet thick and lined with oak planks two and one- 
half inches thick. The second story was similarly 
constructed except the stone walls were twenty 
inches thick. Each story was divided into four 
rooms by partitions of double oak planks, two 
inches thick, well spiked, and barred with iron bars 
two inches wide by one-half inch thick. 

The jail building was erected by Abraham Miller 
under a contract with the County Commissioners, 
dated October 8, 1802, for the sum of Two thou- 
sand three hundred twenty-nine dollars. It re- 
mained in use until the summer of 1856 when it 
was replaced by the original portion of the present 
jail building, which was enlarged and fitted with 
iron cell blocks during the summer of 1890. 


The Second Courthouse 


| Foye IN 1850 the County Commis- 
sioners requested the Court to instruct the Febru- 
ary Grand Jury to examine the public buildings to 
ascertain the propriety of building a new Court- 
house. The Grand Jurors reported that, having 
examined the state of the public buildings, they 
find that the Courthouse, Jail, and Public Offices 
are in a very dilapidated condition and that it is 
absolutely necessary to erect offices immediately; 
that it is, in their opinion, not expedient to erect 
offices without a new Courthouse, and thcrefore 
they recommend that the Commissioners be author- 
ized to erect a new Courthouse with Offices and 
Jail attached, according to the most approved, 
modern plan; the sum to be expended not to 
exceed seven thousand dollars. 

The April Grand Jury reported that it con- 
curred with the former Grand Jury and again 
provided that the amount of seven thousand dollars 
should not be exceeded. 

April 24, 1850, the Court concurred with the 
Grand Jury, thus clearing the way for the Com- 
missioners to proceed with the preparation of plans 
and specifications. Plans were prepared by Benjamin 
F. Beatty of Somerset, and specifications written by 
the Commissioners’ clerk, William H. Koontz. 

April 5, 1851, the County Commissioners con- 
tracted with Samuel S. Benson to build a Court- 
house of Greek Doric design in accordance with 
plans and specifications previously adopted, for 
eleven thousand four hundred and forty-four dollars. 
During the course of construction some additions 
and changes were authorized by the County Com- 
missioners which made the final cost sixteen thou- 
sand dollars. 





This building, eighty-four feet long by sixty-four 
feet wide, fronting on Union Street, was con- 
structed principally of brick. From the entrance on 
the first floor a long hallway extended back through 
the building with offices on either side. Two sets of 
stairways, one on each side of the entrance, as- 
cended to the second floor at the front of the 
building, and one stairway on the right of the hall 
led to the second floor at the rear of the building. 

On the second floor, between the two stairways 
at the front of the building, a room was partitioned 
off for the County Superintendent of Schools. At 
the head of the stairs in the rear of the building 
were two rooms; the one on the east side was used 
as a Law Library and Attorneys’ Room, while the 
room on the west side was used as the Jury Room. 
The central part of the second floor was occupied 
by the Court Room approximately sixty feet square, 
with the Judge’s Bench at the center of the north 
end and the jury box near the center of the room 
inside the bar and facing the Judge. 

This building was completed and occupied in 
the late Summer of 1853. It remained in use until 


September 26, 1904, a period of fifty-one years. 








ae FEBRUARY GRAND JURY for the 
year 1903 reported that it viewed the Courthouse 
and found the building in bad condition, and that 
the number of offices were insufficient for the needs 
of the county, there being two more officers than 
office rooms. The Grand Jury further found vault 
space inadequate and not fireproof. It recom- 
mended that a new Courthouse be erected. 

The Grand Jury of the May Session of 1903 
concurred with the findings of the previous Grand 
Jury and also recommended that a new Court- 
house be built. This report was approved by the 
Court July 7, 1903. 

After several months of organized opposition to 
the action of the Grand Jury and the court, a group 
of protesting citizens adopted as their slogan, ‘“The 
old Courthouse is good enough for me” and had 
large badges made for their supporters to wear in 
an attempt to bring pressure upon the Commis- 
sioners to ignore the report of the Grand Jury. 
The Commissioners met on January 2, 1904 and 
contracted with J. C. Fulton, an architect of 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, to make complete plans 
for a new Courthouse. 

July 18, 1904, the final plans and specifications 
as prepared by the architect were accepted and 
adopted by a resolution of the Commissioners. On 
August 16th bids for the construction of the Court- 
house were opened and the contract awarded to 
the firm of Caldwell and Drake of Columbus, Ohio, 
for the amount of $247,444.00. 


The basement, or foundation, of this Court- 
house 1s made of heavy walls of native sandstone, 


re 


The Present 
Courthouse 


and the superstructure of the building is con- 
structed of large blocks of Indiana limestone, which 
were raised, shaped and marked in the quarries at 
Bedford, Indiana, from where they were trans- 
ported to Somerset and fitted in place without any 
further hammering or dressing. The interior of the 
Courthouse is finished in marble paneling. 

Soon after the completion of the Courthouse, 
funds were raised by popular subscription to defray 
the expense of placing a clock on the dome of the 
new edifice. This clock was specially designed and 
erected by the Howard Clock Company of Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania. For many years the clock was 
operated by heavy weights which dropped from the 
clock to the basement and were rewound each week 
by a hand operated winch. In April 1941 the 
operation of the clock was changed to short run 
weights automatically rewound by electric motors. 

In the Spring of 1952, by public demand and 
authority of the Grand Jury, the County Commis- 
sioners installed a spotlight system for the night 
illumination of the Courthouse dome. 
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Sens COUNTY lies between the 
Allegheny Mountain on the east and the Laurel 
Mountain on the west. On the south it is bounded 
by the Mason-Dixon Line, and on the north by 
Cambria County. The Negro Mountain attains the 
highest elevation in the state at Mt. Davis in the 
south of the County. West of the Negro Mountain 
the area is in the Ohio-Mississippi Basin, while east 
of it there is a divide, the waters draining into the 
Ohio, the Susquehanna and the Potomac Basins. 
This section between the Negro and Allegheny 


> is well 


Mountains, early known as “The Glades, 
adapted for agriculture and more especially dairy 
farming. Because of these cultivated glades between 
the mountains, Governor Brumbaugh of Pennsyl- 
vania called Somerset County, the ‘Roof Garden 
of Pennsylvania.” In a speech in the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly, Hon. Alexander Ogle denomi- 
nated his Somerset County constituents “The 
Frosty Sons of Thunder,” and his son, Charles H. 
Ogle—to whose eloquent stumping tour, while a 
member of Congress, is attributed the election of 
William Henry Harrison as President of the United 
States—frequently referred to Somerset Countians 
by this picturesque appellation. Here is a figure 
of speech to conjure with. Frost is an attribute of 
thunder. Olympus is translated and Jupiter forges 
his thunder bolts from the icy fastnesses of Mt. 
Davis. 

The Algonquin Indians once occupied the region 
as is evidenced by the large mounds at Ft. Hill and 
Ft. McClintock and by the artificial formation just 
north of the ‘Mud Pike” where it crosses the 
Laurel Mountain. There is a smaller mound along 
the Kimberly Run southeast of Somerset which 
has never been explored. Recent explorations have 
disclosed that the Iroquois Indians once had villages 
in the region, but the ashes of the campfires of 
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Early Somerset 


County History 


BY JAMES B. Lanois, Esq. 
County Solicitor 


these aborigines had become cold many years before 
the white man penetrated the region. 

The history of Somerset County may be said to 
begin with Penn’s Treaty with the Indians of 
1754-58. Although William Penn’s grant from the 
British crown called for most of this land, Penn 
realized that the Indians had some rights in the 
territory and by successive treaties with the Indians 
obtained from them cessions of land also included 
in his grant from the crown. By the Treaty of Ft. 
Stanwix in November 1768, the Indians relinquished 
their rights to a vast area of land embracing what 
is now Somerset County. This territory originally 
became a part of Cumberland County and remained 
so until March 9, 1771, when it became part of 
Bedford County. We do not know how the terri- 
tory was organized while a part of Cumberland 
County because the early records in Carlisle were 
destroyed by fire in 1840. As a portion of Bedford 
County, this territory between the Allegheny Moun- 
tain proper and the Laurel Mountain from the 
Mason-Dixon Line to the Purchase Line (now in 
Cambria County) and being the ridge dividing the 
waters of the Conemaugh and the Susquehanna, 
was organized into a township called Brothersvalley. 

The white settlers started to come into this 
territory in numbers after the Treaty of 1754-58. 
Through the water gap in the Allegheny Mountain 
in the vicinity of White Horse, Col. Burd made his 
road in 1755, intending to succor Braddock’s ill- 
fated expedition. This way furnished an access, if 
not an invitation, leading directly to the Glades 
where the Brethren of the German Baptist religious 


_ group had settled there in numbers by 1760. They 


referred to this region as Brudersthal, whence is 
derived the name Brothersvalley, and in the vicinity 
of the Village of Brotherton established their 
church. Meanwhile a group of Swiss and German 


immigrants, Lutheran and Calvinist, settled a little 
farther to the south and laid out the town of Berlin 
where they established both a school and a church. 


Even earlier a group of settlers from New Jersey, 
following the Virginia Road, came into the Turkey- 
foot Region and settled permanently, establishing 
a church and a stockade. It is yet locally referred to 
as the “Jersey Settlement.” This road had been 
built by the military authorities of Virginia in 1750 
at the behest of the Virginia Company to establish 
trading posts along the Ohio and its tributaries, 
which territory was claimed by Virginia as a part 
of its grant although in conflict with William Penn’s 
grant. It was in the employ of this company that 
the youthful George Washington on several occa- 
sions crossed the southwest part of the county, 
exploring the Turkeyfoot Region and giving it its 
name. Later Washington used the roads on military 
expeditions; one under his own command and 
another with a Virginia contingent as an adjunct 
of Gen. Braddock’s expedition sent to reduce 
Ft. Duquesne. 


During these times there were hunters’ and 
trappers’ camps in the Cox Creek Glades in the 
vicinity of Somerset, but apparently no permanent 
settlements were there until after the Treaty of 
Ft. Stanwix, when the Ankenys, Bruners, Hus- 
bands and Snyders arrived. The settlers who had 
encroached on Indian territory prior to this treaty 
had been warned by special messengers from Penn 
to leave their settlement. Later, an act of the 
Provincial Assembly and a royal decree proscribed 
settlement west of the mountains under pain and 
penalty and the closing of the land to offending 
settlers after the land should be opened for 
settlement. 


While yet a part of Bedford County, the area now 
included in Somerset County was organized into 
six townships: Brothersvalley—April 16, 1771, 
Turkeyfoot—1773, Quemahoning—1775, Milford 
—1780, Elk Lick—1785, Stonycreek—1792. The 
first Justice of the Peace in this part of Bedford 
County was Abraham Keble, who, upon “Petition 
from a number of Germans settled at the Glades 
upon Stonycreek” was granted a commission by 
the Crown November 23, 1771, upon oath to 
support his “Britannic Majesty” etc. After the 
Revolution, he was appointed by the Common- 
wealth as the first associate judge of Somerset 
County. 


By the Act of Assembly of April 17, 1795, a 
part of Bedford County was erected into a new 
county, called Somerset County. The Act provided 
that the September Session of court that year 
should be held at Brunerstown in said county 
until a courthouse and a “gaol” could be erected. 
“Summerset Town” was later determined upon as 
the county seat. 


One of the interesting stories of early Somerset 
County is that of the early roads through the 
county and their part in the great westward move- 
ment in American history. The predecessor road, 
now the Lincoln Highway for the most part, forked 
at the “Stone House” in Bedford County and 
forked again at the “White Horse Tavern” in 
Somerset County. It was the “Emigrant’s Road.” 
Those early travelers followed the southern routes 
which led through Somerset County over the 
Berlin Road and the Glade Road to Somrel’s Ferry 
and Parkinson’s Ferry on the Yough and Monon- 
gahela Rivers respectively. Thus after the Revolu- 
tion the stream of emigrants intending to settle the 
‘Ohio Country” passed through Somerset County, 
but many remained here and soon the choicest land 
was taken up while many of the next generation of 
these settlers moved on to more remote frontiers. 
Over these roads also passed the troops under 
General Freylinghuysen and General Lee to quell 
the ‘Whiskey Insurrection” in 1794. At an earlier 
date, over the northern route forking at the ‘Stone 
House,”’ later known as the Pittsburgh Road, the 
armies of General Forbes passed to reduce Ft. 
Duquesne, and still earlier, over the Nemacolin 
Route, approximating the present U.S. Route 40, 
the armies of General Washington and General 
Braddock marched with the same objective. 


The territory embracing Somerset County itself 
was involved in the Whiskey Insurrection. Two of 
its prominent citizens, Harmon Husband from 
‘‘Summerset Town’? and General Robert Philson, 
from Berlin, were arrested and taken to Phila- 
delphia for trial on charges which were later proved 
to be unfounded. Husband was released but died 
before reaching home as a result of his prison 
experience. Philson was tried and acquitted and 
after returning home, received political honors and 
was later elected to the General Assembly and to 
the United States Congress and subsequently was 
made a General of the Militia. 


Indeed, Somerset County, like Somerset town, 
has had a noble past, a prelude to a gk rious future. 
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A. M. UrnHousE 


Commissioner 


H. G. BENDER 


Commissioner 


me Harry E. BARKMAN 
Commissioner 





FRANK A. ORBAN, JR. 
District Attorney 


Tuomas F, LANSBERRY 
Judge 
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Puitie C. Doscu 


ELMER J. SHIPLEY 
Recorder of Deeds 


Register of Wills 


CHARLES G. SECHLER 
Clerk of Courts 


Neva S. LoncrincE, County Auditor 


Rosert H. HAtverson, Coroner 
Harry S. ArrsMAn, County Auditor 


Francis G. NEILAn, County Surveyor 
Harry J. WALKER, County Auditor 
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D. Guy FLotro 
Prothonotary 








Karu I. Hare 
Sheriff 





JosEpH R. Epwarps 
Treasurer 


Harvey G. Hay, Jury Commissioner 


JosePH RiLLo, Jury Commissioner 


CHAPTER MMCCCCXXXVII. 





| 1804. An ACT to erect Somerset-town, in the county of Somerset, into a 
: seat Borough. 
SEcTION I. E 2 enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 


tates of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 
General Assembly met, and it 1s hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That Somerset town, in the county of Somerset, shall be, 
and the same is hereby erected into a borough, which shall be 
called the borough of Somerset, which borough shall be com- 
prised within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at 
Main-street, thence along the west side of Washington-street 
due south eighty-six perches, thence a due east course to Cox’s 
creek, thence up Cox’s creek by the several meanders thereof, 
until it intersects a line drawn sixty perches due north of and 
parallel with Catharine-street, thence along the said line due west 
to Washington-street aforesaid, thence along the said street to 
the place of beginning. | 
Sect. II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 


Somerset town 
erected into a 
Borough. 


Its boundaries. 


Time and That the freemen of the said borough, who shall have resided 
ee within the same for the space of six months, and shall in other 


respects be entitled to vote for members of the General Assembly 
of this commonwealth, shall on the first Monday of May in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and four, and upon the first 
Monday in May yearly thereafter, meet together at the court- 
house in the same borough, and shall then and there elect by bal- 
lot three reputable citizens residing therein, the highest in votes 
of whom shall be chief burgess, and the others assistant-burgesses, 
and shall also elect a town-clerk and high constable, and seven 
reputable citizens to be a town-council, and previously to any 
such election the said inhabitants shall e! ‘* three citizens, one 
of whom shall preside as juds” ‘antor. 

other to perform the 4 
the general elec’ 


rough officers. 


Officers to be 


chosen. 


The Act of MARCH 5, 1804 


QO N MARCH 5, 1804, the General Assembly 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania passed the 
Act or Law establishing the Borough of Somerset. 
The Act described the boundaries of the borough, 
provided for the selection of the borough officials 
by the freemen, provided a penalty of $20.00 for 
refusing or neglecting to serve in the office of 
burgess or member of council, prescribed the quali- 


fying oath of the several officers, authorized the 
enactment of borough ordinances including the 
assessment and callection of taxes, enjoined the 
several officers to perform their duties and pro- 
vided for an appeal to the Court of Quarter Sessions 
by any person thinking himself or herself aggrieved 
by anything done pursuant to thé incorporating act. 
A portion of the Act of 1804 is set forth above. 
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abe SOMERSET Borough Municipal 
Building located on West Union Street was author- 
ized by a vote of the people, November 8, 1898, the 
vote being 186 to 139. A contract in the amount of 
$4300 for the building was awarded to Frank B. 
Granger September 13, 1900, and the contract for 
the heating system was awarded to P. A. Schell in 
the amount of $419.00. 

The building was completed September 1901 and 
included an office for the Borough Secretary and 
Collector of water rents, Council Chamber, Burgess 
Office and Fire Department Headquarters and the 
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Somerset Borough Building 


Borough lock-up. In 1924 the first addition was 
made to the building, enlarging the Fire Depart- 
ment Headquarters. The second addition was made 
in 1935 to provide a new lock-up and garage space. 
During the construction of the Patriot Street Grade 
School Building in 1905, the Firemen’s meeting 
room was used for kindergarten purposes and was 
again used for kindergarten purposes during the 
late 1920’s. 

In more recent years the adjoining frame struc- 
ture was acquired for offices of the Borough Tax 
Collector, Borough Engineer and public rest rooms. 
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Councilman 
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LesTER G. WAGNER 





RICHARD PILE fee 
Borough Secretar can Chi Poli 
= a Homer W. Hay te ee 
Burgess 





PRESLEY K. QUEER 


Kart P. Straus 
Councilman 


Rosert C. VINCENT, JR. 
Councilman 


Councilman 


CiypbeE S. Davis, Borough Engineer 
CHARLES J. HARRISON, JR., Justice of the Peace 


Harry J. GeisLer, Tax Collector 


Tuomas C. Cowuer, Borough Assessor 
H. S. WuIprperMAN, Justice of the Peace 


Cuar.es H. Corrrotn, Esq., Solicitor 


Epcar D. Peck, Borough Constable 
JEROME S. Goon, Borough Auditor 


Ravpu E, Dickey, Borough Auditor 
Joun H. Prirts, Borough Auditor 29 





Built in 1804 


1771—JUNE 


1772—LATE OCTOBER 


1776—SPRING 
1782—JULY 


1784—SPRING 


1794—-OCTOBER 


1795 
1795—APRIL 17 
1795—JUNE 20 


1795—-AUGUST 20 
1795—SEPTEMBER 12 


1795—OCTOBER 29 


1795—DECEMBER 21 
1795 
1798—APRIL 17 


1804—MARCH 5 
1804 


1804 
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Somerset Briefs 


Harmon Husband enters Cox’s Creek Glades (Somerset Borough area) from 
Orange County, North Carolina, to escape arrest as one of the leaders of the 
Regulators—a group of several thousand armed men—who had grievances 
against the British Crown in that colony. 


First permanent family settlement. Husband brings his family to the glades. 


Company of riflemen under command of Captain Richard Brown enlisted to 
fight the British. 


Settlement abandoned after destruction of Hannastown, July 15, by Indians 
and renegade whites through fear that they might strike here. 

By this date almost all the settlers had returned; many new ones coming in. 
Some time between 1784 and 1794 Harmon Husband drew the first map extant 


of what is now Somerset Borough from the plan of Wolrick Bruner. 


Husband arrested by commander of Federal militia for his part in Whiskey 
Insurrection, and taken to Philadelphia to stand trial along with General 
Robert Philson of Berlin. 


Husband died in Philadelphia from fever before trial could be held. 
Somerset County formed from Bedford County. 


First deed recorded for Lot 56 in Berlin—consideration 15 shillings and annual 
ground rent of one Spanish milled dollar. 


First will registered at Somerset—that of Harmon Husband dated November 1789. 


‘Summerset Town,” formerly called Brunerstown and Milfordtown, selected 
as “‘a proper place for the seat of Justice for said county.” 


First county building contracted for—a temporary jail of logs, presumed to 
have been built on Gaol Square (southwest corner present South Center 
Avenue at Patriot). 


First term of court for Somerset County with Alexander Addison presiding. 


First criminal case tried in Somerset Court—one of the members of the first 
grand jury became intoxicated during grand jury sessions—he pleaded not 
guilty—was tried, convicted and fined $5.00. 


Contract let by county commissioners with Robert Spencer for the building of 
a stone courthouse of two stories; completed in 1801 and used until 1851. 


Somerset incorporated as a borough by an act of assembly passed this date 
under the name of “‘the Burgesses and Town Council of the Borough of Somerset.” 


First newspaper published in Somerset, the German Farmer, with John Young- 
man, publisher. 


Probably about this time first school was kept in the borough, on the south- 
west corner of the Lutheran, now Union, Cemetery. 


1813 


- 1833—OCTOBER 16 
1838 


1842 


1847—JANUARY 9 


1853—EARLY FALL 


1854—MAY 
1859—JUNE 4 
1861—JUNE 


1869—AUGUST 


1872—MAY 4 
1876—MAY 9 
1888—SEPTEMBER 17 
1893 


1894— JUNE 
1895 
1898—JULY 8 
1900 


1903—JUNE 18 
1907—FEBRUARY 6 
1917—SEPTEMBER 7 


1940 
1941—FEBRUARY 17 


1953—-JANUARY 27 
1954—MARCH 5 


Frederick Goeb printed the first Bible (a German quarto) west of the Alleghenies. 


Sometime after 1813, General Alexander Ogle, Sr., referred to his Somerset 
County constituents in the state legislature as ‘“The Frosty Sons of Thunder,” 
a title which its residents still proudly bear. 


First of the town’s major fires. 


Somerset Borough School District receives its first state appropriation under 
the Common School Law of 1834—the sum of $43.18. 


Jeremiah Sullivan Black at age 32 appointed Judge of the 16th Judicial District 
composed of Franklin, Bedford and Somerset Counties, to which district Blair 
and Fulton Counties later added. 


First meeting of County Poor Directors—County Home Farm purchased for 
$5,000—formerly a wayside inn called ‘‘Fairview.”’ 


Second courthouse completed and occupied; brick construction of two stories 
and cupola. 


Joseph J. Stutzman elected first County Superintendent of Schools. 


Night of the so-called Great Frost. Destroyed crops and vegetation in almost 
every part of county. 


Company A of the Tenth Regiment in the Pennsylvania Reserve Division was 
first organized group to leave the area to fight in the Civil War. 


The Rey. “Father Heyer,” famed Lutheran Home and Foreign Missionary; 
left Somerset at age 77 to return to mission field established by him in 
India 27 years before. 


Somerset visited by its second and most destructive general fire. 
Third great fire. 

Civil War Soldiers Monument presented and dedicated at Courthouse. 
Electric street lighting adopted. 

First water works completed. 

The borough joined in celebration of county’s centennial. 


Company I, Fifth Regiment, Pa. Volunteer Infantry, under Capt. Ernest O. 
Kooser departs from Somerset for service in Spanish-American War. 


Last visit to Somerset of President William McKinley to the home of his 
brother, Abner, located on the north side of East Main St. about a block from 
the public square, to attend the marriage of his niece, Mabel McKinley to Dr. 
Hermanus Baer. 


First street paving in the borough approved by Council. 
Third and present courthouse occupied. 


Company C, 10th Pa. Inf. N.G.P., under Capt. W. Curtis Truxal, leaves 
Somerset for Camp Hancock and World War I. 


Opening of the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 


Company C, 110th Infantry, 28th Pa. Division, under Capt. George Cassett, 
leaves Somerset for federal service and World War II. 


Somerset Community Hospital Building fund drive for $400,000 over the top. 


Somerset observes Sesquicentennial anniversary of the borough’s incorporation. 
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Built in 1804 


The Somerset Story 


RoBERT G. SANNER 
Somerset Joint High School 


Ab STORY of Somerset, the county seat 
of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, now celebrating 
its sesquicentennial anniversary as an incorporated 
borough, is the story of the rugged individualism, 
progress and strength of a free people. 

It has known one hundred and fifty years of 
growth; a steady but unspectacular growth, not 
much different from that of many other small 
towns in our country. Nothing much ever happened 
here, and in that, too, it is not unlike other small 
towns over the nation. But, in its spirit, in the 
comings and goings of its citizens, and in the quiet 
routine of living of a free people, it is the expression 
of America. 

Somerset’s picturesque setting on the Allegheny 
Tableland, its healthful climate, and its availability 
have made it a mecca to those seeking contentment. 

First it was the wilderness, giving up its wild 
game to the trapper from the east who moved 
through and about the Cox’s Creek Glades, un- 
named, it is thought, until 1773. Into this setting, 
in 1771, came Harmon Husband, the rebel calling 
himself ‘“Tuscape Death,” and later the ‘Old 
Quaker,” seeking haven from royal oppression in 
tidewater Carolina. What he saw he found good 


oe 


and after planting, set out for Hagerstown to bring 
his family, which when it reached here in the 
Spring of 1772, became the first family to perma- 
nently settle the Glades. 

Let Husband tell of the land: 

‘As to the glades: Nothing could exceed in 
beauty and luxuriance these plains when vegetation 
is at its full growth. In many places for acres, grass 
is as high as a man, of a bluish color, with a feathery 
head of bluish purple. The streams usually rise in 
the hills, and worm their way through the glades, 
then break between high banks through the dark 
forest.” 

By the end of 1773, about twenty permanent 
settlers had come to the Glades, among them 
Ulrich Bruner. The new arrivals were settlers 
desiring to remain permanently. The trapper moved 
further west, and thus the settlement was born. 

Among the new settlers of 1774-5 was Peter 
Ankney, a man of more than average intelligence 


_and enterprise who contributed much to the settle- 


ment’s growth. 
Such was the beginning of what may be called 
the Somerset settlement, a beginning like that of 


_ many other pioneer communities; the early trapper 


who first came, then went on when settlers arrived; 
the bringing in of wives and children after the 
planting, the struggle in the wilderness, clearing 
and building; and ever the awareness that Indians 
might lurk not far off, making ready to strike 
and kill. 

Then came the revolt against the British Crown, 
and the settlement men went off as a rifle company, 
commanded by Richard Brown, Captain, to fight 
along the Brandywine, at Princeton and Long 
Island, within the shot-swept streets of Trenton, 
and at Germantown. Few returned. Some were 
killed, some captured, others settled elsewhere. 

Those remaining in Millford Town or Bruners- 
town, as the settlement was variously called, lived 
in great fear of Indian attack, especially since most 
of the serviceable arms went with the. company. 
But they need not have been alarmed. No forays 
of Indians and Tories visited the town, although 
the settlement was soon abandoned when news of 
the destruction of Hannastown beyond Laurel 
Ridge in 1782 reached here. Husband moved his 
family to Fort Cumberland, returning the next year 
to investigate. Finding it safe he returned to the 
settlement in April of ’83 with his two eldest sons 


-to plant crops; and soon thereafter the family 


returned. 

By the Spring of 1784, nearly all the settlers had 
returned; many new ones came in. The days were 
filled with life’s routine until the Fall of ’94 when 
the western counties were invaded by their own 
government in a tax quarrel over whiskey, which 
was called insurrection. Tradition has it that Robert 
Philson of Berlin Town, and Harmon Husband 
helped put up a liberty pole in Brunerstown’s 
square. For that they were arrested by the national 
militia and taken to Philadelphia for trial, where 
Husband evidently died from fever the following 
year. Thus came to an end the life of the rebel 
pioneer who had faith in a new land. 

In 1795, Somerset County, having been formed 
from Bedford County and Somerset subsequently, 
established as the seat of justice for the county, 
public buildings were constructed and the town 
became attractive as a market and governmental 
center. 

The town, during these early years, had been 
taking on the look of the typical small village of the 
time. Roads were built, first the Glade Road which 
passed near the town, and then others so that 
before long the community became somewhat of a 
traffic hub between the cities of the seaboard and 


the Ohio country. By 1807 there were sixty-one 
houses and cabins within borough limits and in 
1820, one hundred and eighty-eight persons were 
enumerated. - 

The War of 1812 again saw Somerset’s sons 
going off to serve in the state militia. 

The townspeople of the last century became 
familiar with misfortune by suffering through three 
disastrous fires within a span of forty-three years; 
1833, 1872 and 1876, that of 1872 being the most 
destructive. A spark that lit on stable straw fanned 
by a high wind from the west on that May 4th 
afternoon wrought untold destruction—the busi- 
ness section and many residences were destroyed 
within an hour. Courage to rebuild was imperative, 
the will to rebuild undaunted and reconstruction 
was begun before nightfall of that very day. 

The call to preserve the Union was heard in 
Somerset, and again the men marched. Company A 
of the Tenth Regiment in the Pennsylvania Reserve 
Division, later of the Thirty-ninth Regiment of the 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, marched to 
Greensburg to the tune of ‘The Girl I Left Behind 
Me” after tearful farewells, with Robert P. Cummins 
commanding. And, as the fight went on, many 
more were to take this war’s same bloody trail that 
led to Fredericksburg and Gettysburg, and from 
Spottsylvania to Appomatox. 

Meanwhile there came and went the same round 
of christenings and burials, gardens and canning 
seasons, of Springs replacing Winters. America was 
growing up and Somerset with it: a new court- 
house in 1853, small business rising up to replace 
the old, greater awareness of the cultural and social 
side of living. And Somerset town had grown by 
1895 and in it centered the county Centennial 


' observance, with lofty arches suspended above its 


streets and a fountain in the public square. In 


1893 electric street lighting came in with street 


paving following in the first decade of the new 
century. After much talk and some bitterness, the 
town gained a waterworks in the early nineties. 

This last half century, along with that of the 
nation, witnesses Somerset’s greatest growth, espe- 
cially from the period after its own Company C 
was almost wiped out in the Second Battle of the 
Marne. Then the original Pennsylvania Turnpike, 
running north of the town, accelerated its progress 
at the beginning of the fourth decade. Then, 
Pearl Harbor. 


And now, Somerset’s Sesquicentennial! 
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Report of Commassioners fixing Summerset Town 
as the County Seat. 


Report of Commissioners 
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FIXING SUMMERSET TOWN AS THE COUNTY SEAT 


By THE ACT OF ASSEMBLY of 1795, 
the courts were authorized and directed to be 
“opened and held” at Brunerstown “until a court- 
house and gaol shall be erected.” By another sec- 
tion of the same Act, Gov. Thomas Mifflin was 
authorized to name five commissioners, nonresi- 
dents of Somerset County, to meet at Berlin on the 
first Monday of September, 1795 and “proceed to 
view and determine upon the most eligible and 
proper situation for erecting the public buildings 
for the said county, and make their report into the 


office of the Secretary of this commonwealth, on or 
before the first day of October next, which report 
so made shall be final, and shall fix and determine 
the spot for the seat of justice in and for the said 
county; for which service each of the said com- 
missioners shall have and receive three dollars per 
diem, for every day they shall be employed in the said 
service, to be paid by warrants drawn by the county 
commissioners on the Treasurer of Bedford County.” 
Although five commissioners were authorized by 
the Act, the report contains only four signatures. 


Origin of the Name Somerset 


From ‘“SPENNSYLVANIA PLACE NAMES” 
Copyright 1925 
By A. Howry EspENSHADE 
Professor, Penna. State College 


Sone the last of the Pennsylvania 
counties to take its name from an English shire, 
was formed from Bedford County on April 17, 1795, 
and named for Somersetshire in England. On the 
present site of the town of Somerset, which has a 
higher elevation than any other county town in 
Pennsylvania—about 2,200 feet above sea level— 
Ulrich Bruner had laid out the village of Bruners- 
town in 1787, 

On September 12, 1795, the four commissioners, 
charged with the duty of selecting a site for the 
county seat, reported that ‘‘Summerset—formerly 
called Brunerstown—is a fit place for the seat of 
justice of said county.”’ On the same day Adam 
Schneider, who had bought Bruner’s property, 
plotted the town of Somerset near the center of 
Somerset Township. 


The Anglo-Saxon form of the name Somerset 
was Summersaete. This term, like Dorset, was a 
tribal name and originally referred not to the land, 
but to its inhabitants. In Anglo-Saxon times the 
chief place in the shire was Somerton, a royal tun, 
or estate, used as a summer residence. Summer- 
saete designated those who originally settled around 
Somerton. In the twelfth century the Welsh called 
Somerset Gwalad-yr-Haf, “the land of summer.” 
In Latin documents Somerset appears as Aestiva 
Regio, “the region of summer.” And so the com- 
missioners who selected the site and named the 
town were not entirely wrong when they spelled 
the name “Summerset” in their report. Thus the 
derivation of the name Somerset, as well as its 
recent appellation, ‘“The Roof Garden of Pennsyl- 
vania”, are aptly descriptive of the locale. 


Jo 





i 





“8 Taverns and 6 Stores” 


A JOURNEY by stagecoach—a stop at 
Webster’s Tavern in Somerset—a tavern keeper— 
a postmaster—the fascinating story of August 13 
and 14, 1811 as told by John Melish, an English- 
man, in his ‘“Travels Through U.S.A.” published 
in London, May 1, 1818, from the library of James 
B. Landis, Esq. From Bedford to Greensburg— 
John Melish speaking: 


"*Tuesday—13 August, 1811 


Started at 3:30 A.M. Twice crossed a branch of 
the Juniata River, on which a number of valuable 
mills are erected. Between four and five miles from 
Bedford, the road forks—North branch to Greens- 
burg. We took the South branch which passes by 
Somerset. Stopped for breakfast 14 miles from 
Bedford. After breakfast traveled four miles over 
an inferior chain of hills, called the Dry Ridge. 
The road rough, soil poor, and views numerous and 
extensive. At 11 o’clock arrived at foot of the 
Allegheny—the backbone of America. Near the top 
we stopped at an excellent stone house, kept by a 
Dutchman as a tavern, provisions good, charge 
moderate. 
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The view to the Eastward is very extensive. There 
was a little rivulet near the house, and a garden 
beside the house. It is really a comfortable residence. 

On my reaching the summit (See Ewing and 
Hutchins extracts on P. 21) my senses were almost 
overpowered by the sublimity of the view. The 
Allegheny is the dividing ridge between the Eastern 
and Western waters—one part of them flowing to 
the Chesapeake and the other to the Gulf of 
Mexico. From the foot of the mountains we traveled 
about 14 miles to SOMERSET where we stopped 
for the night. 

I began to put some questions to my landlord; 
but soon found I had reckoned without a host. To 
the first question he made a repulsive. answer; and 
to the second he turned upon his heel, muttering 
something’ to himself I did not distinctly hear. 

‘Oho!”’ thinks I to myself, “I have got into the 
wrong box,” and stepped over to the postmaster 
at the other side of the street. I found him a perfect 
contrast to the landlord. He was not only willing 
to answer all my questions; but he called in the 
aid of several other gentlemen, and I got every 
information I could desire. 


Pe Beh Be LR LE BRA ZRLE LE LE LE ELELELELELE 


SOMERSET 
is situated in a valley called The Glades, now 
contains 480 inhabitants; houses about 80 or 90, 
principally built of logs, and there are 8 taverns 
and 6 stores. 

The public buildings are a Courthouse and jail, 
and two churches are building. Several carding 
machines in the town and neighborhood for wool, 
and one for cotton—doing well. Cotton brought 
from Baltimore at about 2c lb. Wool, both common 
and merion abundant in the country. Schools are 
very good, and improving and there is a 


NEWSPAPER SOCIETY 
established which gets all the principal newspapers 
in the U.S. 

There is plenty of iron ore in the valley and 
three forges have been erected. 

The obliging postmaster from whom I got my 
information is a native of Ireland, and has long been 
settled in this country. His name is Clarke and I 
shall long keep it on the right side of my remem- 
brance. Mr. Webster, the landlord must take the 
left hand road. 


On my return to the tavern the Company had 
all retired to bed, but I had to set up and finish my 
notes. The landlord hinted that I had better go to 
bed, as the stage would start very early in the 
morning. He said I would be called in due time. 


August 14, 1811 


At half past 2:00 o’clock I heard the voice of 
my landlord calling all hands to their duty. 

"Will the stage go soon?” said I. 

‘The stage will go when it’s ready,” said he. 

‘And when will it be ready?” said I. 

**That’s nothing to you,” said he. “I called: you, 
that’s my duty; if you don’t obey orders and are 
disappointed, the blame’s your own.” 

I started up and went down stairs. When I 
settled my bill, ‘Now I’m ready,” said I. 

‘No, you’re not quite ready yet,” said he, 


‘“There’s some whiskey and bitters for you.” 

I took a little of it—*Well, what’s to pay for 
this?” 

“Nothing.” 

The ladies appeared and he ordered them into 
an adjoining room to get some coffee. 

“IT believe Pll take a cup of coffee with the 
ladies,” said one of the gentlemen. 

“If you don’t choose the bitters, you may let ’em 
alone,” said the landlord, “‘but the coffee was pro- 
vided for the ladies, and of it you don’t get one 
drop.” 

But his care of the ladies did not end here. The 
morning was cold and raw, and he provided warm 
coats for them all. This human conduct gave me a 
better opinion of him, and inquiring into his history 
I learned that he had been an officer in the army 
during the war, which accounted for the austerity 
of his behavior and the haughtiness of his command. 

Six miles from Somerset we reached Laurel Hill, 
of which as I made no particular remark, except 
that we had a fine view. I shall transcribe Michaux’s 
account. ““The name given to this mountain, I have 
no doubt, proceeds from the great quantity of 
calmia latifolia, from 8 to 10 feet high, which grows 
exclusively in all the vacant places, and that of the 
Rhododendrum maximum which enamel the borders 
of the torrents, for the inhabitants call the rhodo- 
dendrum laurel, as frequently as the calmia latifolia.” 

The descent on the Western side of this ridge 
was very steep, and we had to walk nearly all the 
way down. We breakfasted at the foot of Laurel 
Hill and traveled about 8 miles to the foot of 
Chestnut Ridge the last and least of the mountains, 
over which the road passes two miles. 

After passing Chestnut Ridge the road makes a 
considerable bend to the Northward, and crosses 
several small creeks, branches of the Yochiogani 
River, the principal of which is Sewickley Creek, 
and seven miles from thence we reached Greens- 
burg, passing in our way a salt spring and a coal 
mine, the first I had seen in the U.S. 

We stopped for the night at Worbache’s Tavern.” 


LELELLE VELL LYELL LE LGLELELELEEELELEEER 
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Somerset 


Ife cas early days to the present the people 
of Somerset have been a religious people, both in 
precept and example. Attention to the organized 
church has ever been an important element in the 
community life and the people of Somerset have 
always been generous in giving of their substance 
and energy to both home and foreign missionary 
endeavors. At times they have been enthusiastic 
with reference to.the organized church of their 
choice and have on occasions literally fought for 
their beliefs and practices. This enthusiasm for.a 
church building in the early settlement reached the 
point where the Legislature of Pennsylvania was 
prevailed upon in 1805 to pass an act “to raise 
by way of lottery, a sum not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, to defray the expenses of build- 
ing a church in the town of Somerset.” The provi- 
sions of the Act, however, were never resorted to 
and churches were organized and worthy church 
edifices erected without funds from such sources. 

Perchance the first formal religious services con- 
ducted in the area of Somerset were those of the 
Reverend M. Steck, Sr., an itinerant Lutheran 
pastor from Chambersburg as early as 1785. Ten 
years later there was an established Lutheran con- 
gregation here and soon thereafter the organized 
congregations of St. Paul’s Reformed Church, 
Christian, formerly called Disciples, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Brethren. Outstanding among the 
clergymen of earlier days were Alexander Campbell 
and John Christian Frederick Heyer, who not only 
labored here but likewise made profound impres- 
sions in the ecumenical church of their day. 

Through the years there have been many pastors 
of the various congregations, some serving brief 
periods of time while others have served lengthy 
pastorates, probably the longest of which is that 
of The Rev. Dr. I. Hess Wagner, now in his forty- 
sixth year of continuous service at Trinity Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. Notwithstanding the 
length of the several pastorates, Somerset people 
have always been singularly blessed with an able 
and devoted clergy who have ministered faithfully 
among the people. 

The Somerset Ministerial Association was organ- 
ized March 2, 1885 by the Reverends Hiram King, 
Peter Vogle, J. N. Pershing and C. C. B. Duncan 


38 


Churches 


and has maintained a continuous and beneficial 
organization since its inception. The Rev. Gerald 
O. Bishop is president of the association at this 
time, while The Rev. Kenneth Barnette and The 
Rey. H. A. Marsh are serving as vice president and 
secretary-treasurer respectively. 


The Somerset Ministerium membership 
is as follows: 


CatvaryY METHODIST CHURCH 
Clark S. Derby, Minister 


CHURCH OF CHRIST 
I. F. Woodrow, Minister 


CHURCH OF Gop 
J. E. Bell, Pastor 


CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
H. A. Marsh, Minister 


First CurIsTIAN CHURCH 
J. F. Messenger, Minister 


First EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
Kenneth T. Barnette, Minister 


TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
I. Hess Wagner, Pastor 


GRACE EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
Gerald O. Bishop, Minister 


St. PAuL’s EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 
Richard E. Shellenberger, Minister 


St. PAu.’s PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
William T. Doncaster, Jr., Minister 


St. PETER’s CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Albert A. Gartland, Pastor 


THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE CHURCH 
Norwood B. Futrell, Minister 


THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Galen R. Blough, Minister 


Somerset Schools 


| Eee the log school house that also 
served as a church building and stood on the 
southwest corner of the present Union Cemetery 
to the modern brick structure on Tayman Avenue 
which houses the Somerset Joint High School, 
there is spanned a period of steady progress in 
providing better facilities for education of the 
youth of Somerset. An academy was early erected 
on the present Union Street School property. 
Evidence indicates it was completed in 1819 and 
used as an academy until 1887 when a three-year 
high school was created in the district and located 
there. The old academy building housed for a 
number of years grades five to twelve. In 1906 the 
Patriot Street building was erected to house the 
kindergarten and additional primary grades. 
By 1917 the Union Street building was insuffi- 
cient for the increased enrollment of the high school. 





Built in 1804 


The board of school directors later purchased a 
tract of fourteen acres at the then extreme western 
edge of the town and five years later the original 
unit of the present high school building was 
erected. In 1926 the auditorium was built, and 
several rooms were added to the west end of the 
original unit. A southwest wing was completed 
in 1931, 


A jointure was effected in 1952, bringing together 
with the borough the school systems of Jefferson 
and Somerset Townships, to which that of Lincoln 
Township was added in 1953. 


The constantly increasing need for additional 
facilities has resulted in a long range expansion 
program which will include, in part, a new ele- 
mentary school and a further addition to the high 
school to be erected in the near future. 


Somerset Joint School Board of the 
Somerset Joint School District 


CLyDE WiLL 

Lynn A. DIEHL 
WiBertT H. Murray 
Wi.iAM E. GrirFITH 
Cari M. FRIEDHOFER 
F. STANLEY HOFFMAN 
W. Rosert Korns 
H. S. WOLFERSBERGER 


Irvin F. Wooprow 
Mrs. JENNIE KUHLMAN 
EpwarpbD K. ANKNEY 
GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
BLANCHE KIMMEL 

J. Carvin SAYLER 
RaLtpH MONTGOMERY 
Lioyp Rock 


RatpH BERKLEY 

GENE YODER 

James A. BELL 

Mrs. NorMA HOFFMAN 
Epwarp J. Darr 
CiarK S. MILLER 
PRESTON OGLINE 

A. J. Kern 


Administration 


Dr. Guy F. Eperuart, Supervising Principal 
Donatp C. Rinincer, High School Principal 
Wim B. Sratier, Elementary Principal 
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Haro.p E. WricHT 
First Vice President 
Somerset Sesquicentennial Association 


Agreeable to a resolution adopted by the Somerset 
Borough Council, Burgess John W. Schrock issued 
a proclamation on March 5, 1953 calling upon the 
people of Somerset to plan an appropriate celebra- 
tion of the Sesquicentennial of the incorporation of 
the Borough of Somerset one year hence and 
appointed a Citizens Committee to make prelimi- 
nary plans for such celebration. On January 12, 


Sesquicentennial 





Oscar W. STEVENS 
Second Vice President 
Somerset Sesquicentennial Association 


1954, after many meetings of the Citizens Com- 
mittee and at its suggestion a non-profit corporation 
was established by decree of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Somerset County and the celebration com- 
mitted to that corporation. The officers, directors 
and members of the corporation are appreciative 
of the labors of many hands in presenting the 
Somerset Sesquicentennial celebration. 


Somerset Borough Sesquicentennial Association, Inc. 


OFFICERS 


Marian G. Casey, Secretary 
GerorGE W. SCHENCK, Treasurer 


Tuomas F, Lansperry, President 
Haroip E. Wricut, Ist Vice President 
Oscar W. STEVENS, 2nd Vice President 
GeorGE S. Cook, 3rd Vice President 


C. L. Saver, Solicitor 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Emil L. Anderson 
Hester Shaw Barchfield 
Albert F. Bender 
Charles R. Blatt 

Ruth W. Brant 

Joseph N. Cascio 
Marian G. Casey 
George Cassett 

George S. Cook 
Robert F. Corbett 


Guy F. Eberhart 
Robert A. Gilmour 
Fred P. Hare, Jr. 
Charles J. Harrison, Jr. 
Walter E. Hart 

Homer W. Hay 

Bertha Kehoe 

Ernest O. Kooser 
Thomas F. Lansberry 


William S. Livengood, Jr. 


A. M. Matthews 

C. C. McDowell 
Richard Pile 
Wayne W. Pile 
Newton W. Picking 
C. D. Reynolds 
Robert G. Sanner 
George W. Schenck 
John W. Schrock 
John I. Scull 


C. L. Shaver 

Daryle R. Shaver 

D. B. Specht 

John W. Stein 

Oscar W. Stevens 
Margaret Reiley Stumpf 
Roy H. Shaulis 

Simon K. Uhl 

Blaine F. Walters 
Harold E. Wright 
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Somerset Borough Sesquicentennial Association, Inc. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee consists of the officers of the corporation, together with the chairman 
of the following committees: 


Guy F. Eberhart, School Participation 

A. M. Matthews, Log House 

Marian G. Casey, Exhibits 

Richard Pile, Music 

Carroll D. Reynolds, Sesquicentennial Queen 
Blaine F. Walters, Decorations 

C. L. Shaver, Incorporation 


* 


Joseph N. Cascio, Program Committee 
Homer W. Hay, Hospitality 

Robert G. Sanner, Historical Data 
George S. Cook, Pageant 

George Cassett, Parade 

Harold E. Wright, Press ¢ Publicity 
John W. Stein, Finance 


STEERING COMMITTEE 


The Steering Committee consists of the President, First and Second Vice Presidents of the 
Association. 


HOSPITALITY 


Homer W. Hay, Chairman 
HEsTER BARCHFIELD, Co-Chairman 
BLAINE F. WALTERS, Co-Chairman 
Emil L. Anderson 

S. Cober Braucher 

Albert F. Bender 

Mrs. Budd B. Boose 

Mrs. Olga Cargill 

Russell Eisler 

Mrs. L. Harrington Gibbs 
Robert A. Gilmour 

Miss Ruth Glessner 

Mrs. A. D. Graham 


GEORGE CassETT, Chairman 
William G. Barnhart 
Sherman G. Bittner 

James A. Blair 

Robert I. Boose 

Ruth L. Brant 

Fleming Casebeer 


Marian G. Casey, Chairman 
Bess Baush 

Mrs. Charles Brallier 

Robert Colvin 
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Fred, Py Hares |x, 
Charles J. Harrison, Jr. 
Mrs. Earl O. Haupt 
Dr. Harold S. Hay 
Mrs. Elwyn Judy 

Mrs. Ethel Knepper 
Mrs. James Knepper 
Edith Krebs 


William S. Livengood, Jr. 


Mrs. Ruth M. Lansberry 
Mrs. Harold E. Musser 
Frank Neilan 

Walter Oehling 

Wayne W. Pile 


PARADE 


Vance Coleman 
Richard DeWitt 
Floyd Heiple 
James W. Kimmel 
C. C. McDowell 
Walter W. Oehling 
George O. Pfrogner 


EXHIBITS 


Mrs. Harris Decima 
Walker Mong 

Mrs. Alexander Ogle 
John W. Schrock 
Elsie Shaulis 


Mrs. Eva Pritts 
Julia S. Schrock 
Miss Anna Scull 
Irwin Shapiro 
Sarah Shoemaker 
Lulu K. Smith 

D. B. Specht 

Mrs. Florence Stein 
Howard A. Stephens 
W. Curtis Truxal 
Simon K. Uhl 

Vida B. Walker 
Kay Williams 


Newton B. Picking 
Richard Pile 

Ross Pugh 

Carroll D. Reynolds 
Daryle R. Shaver 
Oscar F. Sutliffe 
Jack C. Urban 


Daryle R. Shaver 

Mrs. Theodore Straub 
David J. Weimer 

Mrs. E. Wilbur Weimer 
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Josepu N. Cascio, Chairman 
Dorothy Courtney 


GeorcE S. Cook, Chairman 
Charles R. Blatt 


Rosert G. SANNER, Chairman 
Mary Black 

Marian G. Casey 

Frederic C. Doyle 


SESQUICENTENNIAL 
QUEEN 


C. D. Reynoips, Chairman 
Jeanne Friedhofer 

James G. Knepper 

C. C. McDowell 


INCORPORATION 


C. L. SHAvER, Chairman 
Wilbert H. Beachy, Jr. 
Joseph N. Cascio 

Ernest O. Kooser 

A. M. Matthews 
Alexander Ogle 

Daryle R. Shaver 


PROGRAM 


Ernest O. Kooser 
I. Hess Wagner 


PAGEANT 


Marian G. Casey 
Dorothy Courtney 
Harriet Holderbaum 


HISTORICAL DATA 


Ralph Egolf 
Harriet Holderbaum 
Jahn Holderbaum 


DECORATIONS 


BLAINE F. Watters, Chairman 
Nora Casebeer 

George Cassett 

Karl I. Hare 

James F. Neilan 

Jean Spangler 


PRESS AND PUBLICITY 


Haroip E. Wricut, Chairman 
Robert Dishler 

Bertha Kehoe 

Carl R. Lee 

Theodore H. Oppegard 

Oscar W. Stevens 

Margaret Reiley Stumpf 


I. F. Woodrow 
Harold E. Wright 


Daryle R. Shaver 
I. Hess Wagner 


Ernest O. Kooser 
John I. Scull 
C. L. Shaver 
David J. Weimer 


MUSIC 


RICHARD PILE, Chairman 
Philip W. Holsinger 
Donald C. Rininger 
Chester J. Singer 
Thelma C. Weimer 


LOG HOUSE 


A. M. MatrHews, Chairman 
Joyce Bauer 

Nora Casebeer 

Mrs. V. G. Fritz 

David J. Weimer 

Edwin Witt 

Mrs. George Zufall 


SCHOOL PARTICIPATION 


Guy F. Eseruart, Chairman Marian Shafer 

Joseph N. Cascio Joyce Bauer 

Jenny Miller Peggy Ann Blair 

Donald C. Rininger George Friedline 

Robert G. Sanner Jerry Halverson 
Robert Philson 


FINANCE 


A. H. Hollander 
James G. Knepper 
Robert P. Martin 
Walter W. Oehling 
Clarence H. Tennent 


Joun W. Stren, Chairman 
Gro. W. ScHENcK, Co-Chm. 
Blair Barkman 

Robert F. Corbett 

Walter E. Hart 


Cooperating Committees 


ANHEUSER BUSCH PRESENTATION 


Joun W. Stein, Chairman 
Albert F. Bender 

Harry Dirienzo 

L. H. Gibbs, Jr. Reon D. Wills 
Robert H. Halverson Sherman H. Yoder 


SOMERSET COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE 


GrorGE E. Kune, Chairman Robert H. Halverson 
Nellie Ruth Brant Lulu K. Smith 


A. Von Koennertz 
William B. Miller 
Fred W. Ogline 


SHOOTING FESTIVAL 


GrorcE M. Haver, Chairman Roy Sayler 

Harold Berkey Robert Taylor 
Theodore P. Cole Kline Wagner 
William Corbett Elmer Weimer 

J. Donald Dickey Charles C. Whipple 


FIREMEN 


Walter W. Oehling 
John Tipton 
J. W. Stouffer 


James Barron, Chairman 
Robert Dietz 
Thomas Morin 
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Patrons, Subscribers, Contributors 


FROM EARLY DAYS ¢o the present time every 
worthwhile institution and event in Somerset has been 
marked by a spirit of community cooperation. This 
spirit is everywhere evidenced in the Sesquicentennial 
celebration. Many persons have contributed time, effort 
and money; without this generosity of all the people 


Patrons 
Mr. A.., Alexas 


American Legion 
S. S. Crouse Post No. 181 
The Great Atlantic 8 Pacific 
Tea Company 


Mrs. Charles C. Barchfield 
Barkman’s Hardware 

H. C. Beerits’ Sons 

Bender Implement Company 
Berkey Locker Plant ' 

Mr. Charles R. Blatt 


Coffee Shop 
The County Trust Company 
Critchfield Company 


The DeVilbiss Company 

Eisler Express 

The Farm Equipment Company 
Ferner Hotel 


Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Edgewood Aerie #1801 


General Telephone Company 
of Pennsylvania 


Mr. & Mrs. L. Harrington Gibbs, 
tts: 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Gilmour 

A. D. Graham & Company 


Mr. & Mrs. Fred P. Hare, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Harrison, 
Lee 


Hauger Funeral Home 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl O. Haupt 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold S. Hay 
Heiple Supply Company 

Mr. Clyde Jones 

Kiwanis Club of Somerset 
Charles I. Knepper, Insurance 


Mr. & Mrs. Miller J. Korns 


Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. 
Lansberry 
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Laub, Collins & Troll 
Lions Club of Somerset 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Lohr 


The Manufacturers Light & 
Heat Company 

Menzie Dairy Company 

Merrill Brothers Coal Company 

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Bryan Merrill 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Miller 

Montgomery Ward & Company 

Musser’s Bakery, Incorporated 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Musser 


The Neilan Engineers 
J. J. Newberry Company 





Oehling’s Pharmacy 


Penn Furniture Company 
J. G. Penney Company 
Pennsylvania Electric Company 
Pennsylvania Thresherman 
& Farmers’ Mutual Casualty 
Insurance Company 


The Peoples National Bank 


Mr. & Mrs. M. Jay Ream 
Roberts Buick, Inc. 

Roof Garden Motel 

The Rotary Club of Somerset 
Runner Oldsmobile, Inc. 


S & A Chevrolet Company 

Saylor Motor Company 

George W. Schenck Company 

Mr. John I. Scull 

Sears Roebuck & Company 

Service Oil Company 

Roy H. Shaulis & Son 

Shaver & Heckman 

Sipe Auto Parts Company 

Somerset Bus Company 

Somerset Candy Company 

Somerset Chamber, of Commerce 

Somerset Country Club 

Somerset Door & Column 
Company 

Somerset Drug Company 


of Somerset, our birthday celebration would not have 
been possible. On the following pages are listed the 
patrons, subscribers and contributors whose financial 
contributions in varying amounts have been received 
with the sincere appreciation of the Somerset Borough 
Sesquicentennial Association. 


Somerset Farm Bureau 
Cooperative Association 

Somerset Pine Grill 

Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

Somerset Shirt & Pajama 
Company 

Somerset Trust Company 

The Members of the Somerset 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Mr. & Mrs. D. B. Specht 

Mrs. George Phillip Stein 

Mr. & Mrs. W. John Stiteler, Jr. 

Sun Drug Company 

Super Hi-Way Market 


Mr. Simon Krebs Uhl 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 554 


The H. W. Walker Company, Inc. 
Walter’s Tire Service, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Wisnouse 





Subscribers 


=—_-- 


Arrow Furniture Company 


Bell Finance Corporation 
Bender Shoe Company 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay R. Bittner 
Bittner’s Greenhouses 

Mr. & Mrs. S. Cober Braucher 


Mrs. Marian G. Casey 

City Finance Corporation 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Coffroth 
Cupp & McGough 


Dirienzo Bros. 


Doherty Hardware Company 


Fike & Cascio 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Francis 


Mr. & Mrs. George P. Gourley 


Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Hart 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Wayne Hay 








PATRONS, SUBSCRIBERS, CONTRIBUTORS, Continued 


Herring Motor Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Hoffman 


I.X.L. Creamery, Inc. 


Kamp’s Shoe Stores, Inc. 
Kimberly Cafe 

Kooser, Courtney & Ogle 
Mrs. George J. Krebs 


Wilbur B. Lichliter, 
Life Insurance 

Lohr Furniture & Appliance 
Company 

Lois Ann Shoppe 


Mardis Ford Sales 

Mrs. & Mrs. Archibald M. 
Matthews 

McCrory Stores Corporation 

John P. McNelly Company 

Mr. Frank W. Menser 

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Walker Mong 


Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Ogle 
Old Farm Ice Cream & Bar-B-Q 


Mr. & Mrs. J. Harvey Parson 
J. S. Picking Estate 
Leo Poisal, Welding 


Rascona’s Restaurant 

D. W. Rhoads Company 
Riley’s Superette 

Mr. & Mrs. Ross R. Rinard 


Samilson’s 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred B. Shaffer 

Vern Sherwin Construction 
Company 

Sipe Sales Company 

Somerset Canning Corporation 

Somerset Consumer Discount 
Company 

Somerset Lumber Company 

Somerset Meat Market 

Somerset Milling Company 

Harvey E. Stahl, Jeweler 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Straub 


Tiberi’s Restaurant 


Mr. & Mrs. W. Curtis Truxal 


Mr. & Mrs. Leland W. Walker 
Frank F. Wengler, Jeweler 
Whitehill’s Feed 


Contributors 


Mr. Harry Airsman 
American Stores Company 





Mrs. E. E. Auman 


Austin Memorials 


Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon H. Barkman 
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Barner 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd W. Barnett 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Barnett 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Barron 
Mr. & Mrs. Hiram H. Barron 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Barron 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred M. Bauman 
Beacon Service Station 

Barbara Ann Beech 





Mr. & Mrs. George B. Beitzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert E. Bittner 
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Bishop 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert I. Boose 
Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Bouch 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray D. Bowlby 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob T. Bowman 
Mr. Charles Husband Brallier 
Mrs. Lucille Husband Brallier 





Brant Insurance Company 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Brant 

Mr. & Mrs. William Brant 
Brotherton Garage 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice A. Brown 
Budd’s Shoe Store 


Caldwell’s Motel 

Cambria Savings & Loan 
Association 

Mr. & Mrs. James Ritchie 
Cameron 

Cascio’s Fruit Market 

Mr. & Mrs. Fleming Casebeer 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cassatt 

Helen Davis Cassett 
Insurance Agency 

Cassler’s Market 

Mr. & Mrs. P. G. Cober 

Mr. Frank R. Coder 

Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Collins 

Mrs. Ronald B. Colvin 

Mr. & Mrs. George Scull Cook 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac A. Cornell 

County Auto Equipment, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Crowley 

Custer’s Motel 


Mr. & Mrs. George A. Darr 
Miss Bertha C. Davis 


Mr. & Mrs. Darrell W. Davis 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Davis 
Dean Phipps Stores, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris G. Decima 


Mr. Clark S. Derby 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Dickey 
Don’s Atlantic Service 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip C. Dosch 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Dosch 
Dumbauld’s Tire Service 

Miss Elsie Duppstadt 
Dusenberry’s Drug Store 


Mr. & Mrs. Guy F. Eberhart 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester S. Echard 
Mr. & Mrs. Monroe E. Emert 


Mr. & Mrs. Frank O. Feller 

Fike’s Heating & Appliance 
Company 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred K. Findley 

Fluck’s Esso Station 

Friedline’s 

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar W. Fritz 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Frysinger 


Gateway Restaurant 

Gateway Texaco Service 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry J. Geisler 
Mrs. Sara Roberta Getty 

Miss Ruth L. Glessner 

Mr. Paul B. Glessner 

Gnagey Burial Vault Company 
Goss Gas of Somerset, Inc. 
Mr. Henry G. Gress 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis M. Griffith 
Gross Jewelers 


Mr. David L. Grove 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Halverson 
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Haver 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer W. Hay 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey D. Heiple 
Mr. & Mrs. William O. Hershey 


Jack’s Home and Auto Supply 
Janssens Farm Supply 

Mr. & Mrs. Minter C. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter B. Jones 


Miss Eleanore Keel 

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Kerin 

James G. Knepper Insurance 
Agency 

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Knepper 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Robert Korns 


Mr. & Mrs. George Lambert 
Letcher’s Economy Market 
Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Leydig 
Lohr’s Service & Supply 
Long’s Amoco Service 
Lytle’s Fashion Cleaners 
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Maneer’s Radio & Television 
Service 

Rebie B. Manges 

Mr. && Mrs. Martin L. Markel 

Mrs. Lula Marteeny 

“Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Martin 

McBride Motor Sales 

Mr. & Mrs. C. C. McDowell 

Mr. & Mrs. A. W. McNair 

Mel’s Restaurant 

W. E. Menser Company 

Mr. J. F. Messenger 

Mr. & Mrs. E. Berkley Meyers 

Mr. & Mrs. Ross T. Mickle 

Milady’s Dress Shoppe 

Miller’s Barber & Beauty Shop 

Miller Brothers 

Miller Funeral Home 

George S. Miller Hardware 
Company 

Mr. Oscar Miller 

Moore’s Electric 

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack W. Morrin 


Mr. & Mrs. Francis C. Nagle 
Neafach’s, Jewelers 

North Side Heat Company 
Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Nunnari 


Ogline Insurance Agency 


Miss Anne H. Phillips 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pile 
Polly Jane Shop 

Miss Mildred A. Poorbaugh 
R. A. Poorbaugh & Son 
Mr. D. H. Pore 

Pritts Antiques 

Mr. Ross E. Pugh 


Mr. & Mrs. Presley F. Queer 





Mrs. Annie Peretti Racosta 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph B. Rayman 
Mrs. Howard R. Reed 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Reed 
Mr. Chester A. Rhoads 

M. Rom & Sons Company 


Mr. & Mrs. Clarence M. Sanner 

Lloyd R. Saylor, Insurance 

Mr. William A. Saylor 

George A. Schrock Service 
Station 

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Schrock 

Miss Anna C. Scull 

Miss Emeline B. Scull 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Sechler 

Mrs. A. D. Shaffer 

Shaffer Block Works 

Mrs. Minnie B. Shaulis, 
Millinery. 

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Shipley 

Shoemaker Brothers 

Mrs. George G. Shoemaker 

Mrs. Maurice Shoemaker 

Shoemaker Motel 

Mr. John U. Snyder 

Miss Katherine V. Snyder 

Somerset Borough Police 
Department 

Somerset Business & Professional 
Women’s Club 

Somerset Dry Cleaners 

Somerset Equipment Company 

Somerset Floor Covering 

Somerset Floral Company 

Somerset Foundry & Machine 
Company 

Somerset Jaycees 

Somerset Music Club 

Somerset New Motel 





Somerset Paint & Supply 
Company 

Somerset Post Office Employees 

Miss Carrie M. Sorber 

Spangler’s 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde E. Speicher 

Mr. & Mrs. Karl P. Staub 

Mr. & Mrs. John Walter Stein 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard A. Stephens 

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar W. Stevens 

Mr. & Mrs. Hans Stumpf 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence F. Suter 

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar F. Sutliffe 


Talley-Woods 
Todd’s T. V. 
Trent’s Market 


Mr. & Mrs. S. S. Varner 
Village Dairy 

Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Vincent 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Vincent, 


Le 


Mr. & Mrs. Lester G. Wagner 
Mr. Harry J. Walker 

Roy S. Walker & Son 

Mr. W. J. Walker 

Miss Mary Weigle 

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Weimer 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Wilbur Weimer 
Charles A. Welsh News Agency 
Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Whipperman 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Whipple 
Mr. & Mrs. James K. Will 

Mr. & Mrs. L. S. Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin F. Woodrow 


Mr. & Mrs. Earl M. Younkin 
Zips Grocery 








PEER 








In addition to the direct financial contributions to 
the association treasury, valuable contributions at 
considerable cost to the. donors have been made by 
many individuals and firms. 

Because of the magnitude of the endeavor, it is 
impossible to list and give proper credit to all the 
contributors and the following must of necessity be 
regarded as only a partial listing. However, the 
Sesquicentennial Association is genuinely appre- 
ciative of all contributions and efforts by all the 
people of Somerset County and elsewhere for their 
contributions, interest and efforts from the least to 
the most. 

Board of County Commissioners of Somerset 
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County, Borough Council of Somerset Borough, the 


Joint Board of School Directors of the Somerset 
Joint School District and faculty, County Super- 
intendent of Schools and Staff, The Somerset 
Ministerium, Congressman Richard M. Simpson, 
George I. Bloom, Esq., Capt. Thomas F. Darcy, 
Jr., Ernest C. Johnson, Anna May Jacobs, Helen 
Bishop, Bowen Studio, Somerset Newspapers, Inc., 
Somerset County Times, Somerset Democrat, Sta- 
tion WVSC, Johnstown Tribune-Democrat, 


' Maneer’s Radio and Television Service, and a cash 


contribution by Mable Elizabeth Ankeny and Pru- 
dence Ankeny in memory of their deceased parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin McDowell Ankeny. 








Souvenir Program 
PATRONS 


In order to make possible the publication of this Souvenir 
Program the individuals and firms listed on this page have 
in part underwritten the cost of the publication. This 
expression of their continuing interest in the welfare of 
Somerset and also the success of the Sesquicentennial Cele- 
bration is appreciated by the Sesquicentennial Association. 


MR. & MRS. BLAIR BARKMAN 
MR. W. H. BEACHY, SR. & _ 
ATTY. & MRS. W. H. BEACHY, JR. 
THE COUNTY TRUST COMPANY 
THE DeEVILBISS COMPANY 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT A. GILMOUR 
GOVERNOR THEATRE 
MR. & MRS. CHARLES J. HARRISON, JR. 
CHARLES I. KNEPPER INSURANCE AGENCY 
JUDGE & MRS. THOMAS F. LANSBERRY 
SECRETARY & MRS. WILLIAM S. LIVENGOOD, JR. 
NEW ENTERPRISE STONE & LIME COMPANY 
MENZIE DAIRY COMPANY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY & MRS. FRANK A. ORBAN, JR. 
THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 
SOMERSET TRUST COMPANY 
GEORGE P. STEIN ESTATE 
COL. & MRS. W. JOHN STITELER, JR. 
MR. & MRS. D. B. SPECHT 
ATTY. & MRS. LELAND W. WALKER 
WALTERS TIRE SERVICE 
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Built in 1804 
| Bevereaiiny because of the abundance of 
available timber, the shelters erected by the early 
settlers were of logs. If one story, the assessor 
listed them as cabins, and if two story construction, 
houses. One of the feature attractions of the 
Somerset Sesquicentennial is the old log house 
originally constructed during the summer of 1804, 
approximately seven miles from Somerset in Broth- 
ersvalley Township, and presented to the Sesqui- 
centennial corporation by Mrs. Harold R. Will. 
This two story house with loft was moved intact 
from its original location to the Union Street School 
property where it has been restored and outfitted 
with authentic furnishings of the period of its 
construction. 
The tract of land upon which the house was 
constructed was warranted January 9, 1779 to 


Joseph Hoyle and surveyed May 23, 1802. On 


January 25, 1803, a patent for the tract denomi-— 


nated as the ‘‘Paradise”’ on Buffalo Lick Creek in 
Brothersvalley Township was issued by the Com- 
monwealth to Adam Miller, the description of the 
land in the patent specifically setting forth it is 


Maple 


aR INDIANS, who inhabited what is 
now Somerset County, Pennsylvania, knew that the 
sap from the local maple trees produced maple 
syrup and sugar of a very high quality. Very early 
the white settlers learned the art of converting the 
sweet sap of this native hard maple into delicious 
maple products which have made Somerset County 
well known throughout the nation. Today Somerset 
County ranks first in the quality and quantity of 
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The Old 
Log House 


land “not within the last purchase from the 
Indians.”” The County assessment records for the 
year 1805 show a new entry for a house to Adam 
Miller, establishing the date of construction in the 
fall of 1804. 

A. M. Matthews, Esq. supervised the removal, 
reconstruction and outfitting of the old log house 
and was assisted by John R. Betters, Larry Speigle, 
George Reis, J. Edward Herring, Ord Rice, Clarence 
Firestone, David Jones, Charles Scurfield, Hoffman 
& Luteri, Dirienzo Brothers, George Zimmerman, 
Guy Critchfield, Peter Luteri, Al Shoemaker, Charles 
Revello, Earl E. Wagner, the Pennsylvania Electric 
Company, General Telephone Company of Pennsyl- 
vania, Pa. Department of Highways, Somerset 
R.E.A., John Eichlay Company, Mrs. George Zufall, 
Mrs. U. G. Fritz, Mrs. Nora Casebeer, Betsy 
Matthews, David Weimer, Edwin Witt and Miss 
Joyce Bauer, who originally suggested the project. 
The volunteer services and assistance of these 
persons and firms along with other members of the 
association made possible the Old Log House for 
Somerset’s Sesquicentennial. 





maple products in Pennsylvania, the Keystone State. 

Significant is the selection of the hard or sugar 
maple as the Somerset Sesquicentennial tree. The 
gift of Clifford W. Saylor from his Middlecreek 
Township farm, this fifteen-year old maple was 
transplanted on the courthouse lawn on Good 
Friday, April 18th, 1954. under the sponsorship 
of the Kiwanis Club of Somerset, supervised by 
Henry Crawshaw and Richard Gordon, members. 


Sesquicentennial 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER 


More than one hundred fifty persons attended the 
Sesquicentennial Anniversary Dinner at the Ferner 
Hotel, March 5, 1954. Joseph N. Cascio, Esq. pre- 
sided. Greetings from President Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, U. S. Senator Edward Martin and Governor 
John S. Fine were read by the chairman of the 
association. S. Cober Braucher, Esq. presented Dr. 
Sylvester K. Stevens, State Historian, Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, who spoke on ‘Sesqui- 
centennial Values.”” Mr. Philip W. Holsinger sang 
“Over the Hills Far Away’? by Hopkinson. The 
Rey. Irvin F. Woodrow, pastor of The Church of 
Christ, offered the invocation. The benediction was 
said by the Rev. J. F. Messenger, pastor of the 
First Christian Church. Guests included the seven- 
teen nominees for Sesquicentennial Queen and 
judges for the queen selection. 


EMigh School 


Sesquicentennial Essay Contest 


SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


First Prize 
“Harmon Husband”’ by Shirley Trent 


SECOND PRIZE 
“Somerset and the Fire of 1876” by Ruth Ann Beech 


THIRD PRIZE 
“Early Schools” by Waltraud Albrecht 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


First PRIzE 
“Early Churches of Somerset” by Ann Younkin 


SECOND PRIZE 
“Our Roof Garden’s Heritage” by Peggy Lou Fritz 


THIRD PRIZE 
“The Great Fire of 1872” by Mary Jane Miller 


Firemen’s Jubilee 


For a number of years the Somerset Volunteer Fire 
Company has conducted in Somerset a jubilee week 
concluding with a display of modern fire-fighting 
equipment both locally and from many nearby 
companies. This year the department is conduct- 
ing its jubilee in connection with the Sesqui- 


centennial. Beginning Monday evening, June 21, 
and continuing nightly except Sunday through 
June 28, the annual jubilee block party will be 
held at the High School Field. On Monday evening, 
June 28, the jubilee will conclude with a grand 
parade beginning at 7 P.M. Valuable prizes and 
awards will be made for excellence of equipment and 
other participation in the parade. For many years 
the members of the Somerset Volunteer Fire De- 
partment have given freely of their time and effort 
in the service and welfare of all the people of 
Somerset and nearby rural area. The record of 
service of the Somerset firemen is unexcelled. 


The D.A.R. Flag 


Under the general supervision of Mrs. James L. 
Brant, Regent of the Forbes Road Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution in Somerset, 
the members of the chapter have made a flag of the 
United States twenty feet wide and thirty feet long 
for the permanent use of Somerset County. This 
flag was specially made for the south portico of the 
Courthouse where it is intended to be displayed 
on future patriotic occasions. Mrs. Reba Manges 
and Mrs. Ann Brant directed the sewing of the flag, 
in which all the members of the chapter participated. 


The Historical Antique Display 


A special arrangement and display of historical and 
antique exhibits has been arranged in the Biesecker 
home, one-half block east of the Courthouse on 
Union Street, under the direction of Mrs. Marian 
G. Casey. No admission fee is charged and you are 
cordially invited to see this unusual collection of 
interesting historical and antique items at your 
convenience during the celebration. You are also 
invited to view the many items of historical and 
antique interest in the various store windows. 


“Sketches of Somerset’ 


The Somerset Sesquicentennial Association is 
pleased to present ‘‘Sketches of Somerset,” a one- 
hundred page history of Somerset containing repro- 
ductions of numerous photographs and much 
historical data which was assembled by a staff of 
contributors under the editorship of Robert G. 
Sanner, teacher of history in the Somerset Joint 
High School. Copies of this history are available 
at the price of $2.00 per copy. 
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Built in 1804 


SOMERSET 


Sesquicentennial Chorus 


Puitie W. Hotsincer, B.S., M.E., Director 
Mrs. Lois CrircHFIELD, Accompanist 
Mrs. Martua CoLeMan, Associate Accompanist 


Mrs. MARGUERITE SHAULIS, Associate Accompanist 


In September 1953 the Somerset Sesquicentennial Chorus was organized under the 
direction of Mr. Philip W. Holsinger, instructor in music and choral work at the 
Somerset Joint High School. Its membership includes vocalists from all parts of 
Somerset County. By popular request the chorus will continue its musical activities 


after the Sesquicentennial celebration. 


Evangeline Baltzer 
Arlene Barclay 
Betty Barclay 
Paul Barefoot 
Harriet Barkman 
Jane Bauermaster 


Robert Bauermaster 


Marian Beachy 
Leora Beeghley 
Owen Beeghley 
Donald Bender 
Ray Bender 
Clarice Bittner 
Dwight Bittner 
Donald Braeseker 
William Braeseker 
Martha Brant 
Margaret Buelman 
Doris Chandler 
Phyllis Cindric 
Martha Coleman 
Thomas Cooper 
Ruth Crawford 
Lois Critchfield 
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Members of the Chorus 


Lois Dauberman 
Pauline Davis 
Warren Darr 
Rachel Deaner 
Jack Dice 

Ruth Dice 

Mary Dimanno 
Jean Dogherty 
Mary Donat 
Ralph Egolf 
Blanche Floyd 
Mary Francis 
Vesta Glessner 
Jane Gordon 
Sarah Gress 
Robert Griffith 
Dawna Grim 
Richard Hauger 
Gaynelle Heim 
Nyle Hershberger 
William Hershey 
Elaine Holsinger 
Tomalee Holt 
Sara Horner 
Iona Houston 


Lee Jarvis 
Carley Johnson 
Shirley Keefer 
Louise Kelly 


Marian Klingensmith 


Kathleen Kimmel 
Nancy Knepper 
Harold Lambert 
Nelle Lancaster 
Alice Landis 
Ruth Lansberry 
Louise Lippencott 
Jean Long 

Mary Meyer 

Dora Martin 
Wilbur Miller 
Ann Mock 

Ellen Newcomber 
Eleanor Nicholson 
Ray O’Cock 

Alice Ogline 
Audrey Peck 
Mary Peretti 
Phyllis Phillippi 


Clarence Pyle 
Elsie Riley 
Patricia Riley 
Donna Robertson 
Glenn Saylor 
Galen Schrock 
Jane Shumaker 
Chester Singer 
Mildred Southern 
Carrie Sorber 
Margaret Specht 
Guy Staltz 
Alzene Stern 
Marguerite Shaulis 
Lois Stutzman 
Lois Troup 
Eugene Walker 
Glenn Walker 
Ruth Wentz 
Mildred Will 
Paul Will 

Janet West 

Paul Woodrow 
Albert Womer 





Once the Wilderness 


An Historical Pageant Depicting the Story of Somerset 


ice it was a glade in the frontier forest 
known only to the Red Men. Then came the solitary 
white traders and the hunters—and, after these, the 
sturdy pioneers to make the beginnings of a new 
settlement. The community prospered. They called 
it Brunnerstown or Summerset Town. It was 
chosen for the county seat and on March 5, 1804, 
by an act of assembly, was incorporated as the 
Borough of Somerset. 

In the 150 years since that time events have been 
many, achievements memorable, and the spirit of 
the American Ideal has remained as strong as it 
was in the first years of freedom... 

Here is Somerset—once the wilderness .. . 


PROLOGUE 


PART 1 


EpiIsoDE 1. The Red Man 

EpisopE 2. The Hunter and Harmon Husband 
EpisopDE 3. The Settlers . 
EpisopE 4. The County and the Town 


PART 2 


EpisopE 5. The Church 

EpisopE 6. The Middle Period of Growth 

EpisopE 7. Muster Day 

EpisovE 8. The Boys in Blue 

EpisoDE 9. The Age of Steam 

EprisovE 10. Fire! 

EpisopE 11. Wedding at the Summer White House 
EpisopE 12. The World at War 


FINALE 


STAFF 


Written by Eda and Richard Crist 
Directed by Eda Crist, Nancy Kerr Teed 
Music Director: Mary ANDERSON 

Organist: MARTHA COLEMAN 

Costumer: Mrs. Joy B. ScHMITT 

Assistant Costumer: Mrs. CHARLES M. MILLER 
Scenic Manager: CHartes E. McLAuGHLIN 
Properties: Louise LipPENCOTT 


Five presentations of the pageant during the Sesquicentennial: 


PREMIERE—Tuesday, June 29, 1954, 8:30 P.M. 
SECOND PRESENTATION—Wednesday, June 30, 1954, 9:00 P.M. 
TuirD PrEseNTATION—Thursday, July 1, 1954, 9:00 P.M. 
FOURTH PRESENTATION—Friday, July 2, 1954, 9:00 P.M. 
FirtH PRESENTATION—Monday, July 5, 1954, 8:30 P.M. 
at the 
Somerset High School Athletic Field 
Admission—$1.00 per person 
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Sesquicentennial Queen and Attendants 


JOYCE BAUER, SALLY JOHNSTON (QUEEN), JOYCE TEDROW 








Sesquicentennial Queen and her court. Left to right—Melissa Luteri, Dorothy Courtney, 
Joyce Tedrow, Sally Johnston—Queen, Joyce Bauer, Ray Ellen Vannear, Eleanor Whipple. 


omovies the anniversary dinner on 
March 5, 1954 the selection of the Sesquicentennial 
Queen and her court was made at the High School 
Auditorium, the judges being Dr. Opal T. Rhodes, 
Indiana State Teachers College; Mr. Byron H. 
Dowty, WDTV Pittsburgh; Mr. A. Donovan Faust, 
WENS Pittsburgh, and Mr. William A. White, 
Columnist, Pittsburgh Press. 

Admiral C. D. Reynolds, chairman of the com- 
mittee on selection of the queen, presided and Mr. 
Robert L. French, Chief Announcer of Station 
WVSC, served as Master of Ceremonies. Gifts were 
presented to the queen candidates from various 
Somerset merchants. 


The seventeen nominees for Sesquicentennial 


Queen and their sponsors were: Eleanor Whipple, 


Somerset High School; Julia Varner, Fortnightly 
Club; Dorothy Courtney, V.F.W. and Auxiliary; 
Barbara Stickle, Rainbow Girls; Joyce Bauer, Wel- 
fare League; Melissa Luteri, Rebekahs; Shirley 
Moyer, Firemen and Auxiliary; Joyce Tedrow, 
Kiwanis; Kathleen Barnette, Garden Club; Peggy 
Tedrow, American Legion and Auxiliary; Sally 
Johnston, Rotary Club; Delores Koontz, Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; Ann Sechler, Eagles; Sandra 
Del Vecchio, Junior Hospital Auxiliary; Kay Bar- 
clay, Lions; Lois Blair, Eastern Star; and Ray Ellen 
Vannear, Business & Professional Women’s Club. 
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Prulay, Py DE, 4954 


CEREMONY OF THE 
CORONATION OF THE SESQUICENTENNIAL QUEEN 
8:00 P.M. High School Athletic Field 


Mrs. Jeanne Friedhofer, Director 
Somerset Joint High School Band 


Sesquicentennial Chorus 


Sesquicentennial Queen and Court 


CORONATION DANCE 
9:30 P.M. 


For teen-agers at the high school gym 
with Dave Dysert and his orchestra 
75¢ PER PERSON 


For adults at the Somerset Country Club 
with Wally Gingers and his orchestra 
$4.00 PER COUPLE 


FIREMEN’S JUBILEE BLOCK PARTY 
High School Baseball Field 





All events of the Sesquicentennial as listed in this 
program are on Daylight Savings Time 
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Salirday, fine 20,1954 


SHOPPERS FESTIVAL 


The merchants and business men of Somerset have generously 
supported the Sesquicentennial with financial aid and in many 
other ways. Appreciation for this support can be expressed by 
patronzng them at all times, particularly during the Sesqui- 
centennial celebration. This day is designated as shoppers 
festival day in recognition of their contributions to Somerset's 
development over many years. 








| EVENTS 
OLD TIME SHOOTING FESTIVAL 


for Muzzle Loading Shooters 


Somerset Rifle ¢x Pistol Club—Sponsor ic 
George M. Haver, Chairman ) 


10:00 A.M.—Moore Race Track 





FIRST AID CONTEST 


Central Pennsylvania Safety Association, Sponsor 
C. H. Maize, V. Pres., in charge 
High School Athletic Field 
1:30 P.M. Prizes 


This contest is an annual meet sponsored by 
the Central Pennsylvama Safety Association 
and is a highly competitive demonstration 
of first aid and safety measures by miners. 





HORSE SHOW 


1:30 P.M.—MAPLE RIDGE FARMS 


Somerset Saddle Club—Sponsor 
Merle Weister, Pres. John Faidley, V. Pres. 
Mrs. Ord Rice, Secy. Marwan Lafferty, Treas. 


CASH PRIZES AND RIBBONS 


FIREMEN’S JUBILEE BLOCK PARTY 
High School Baseball Field 





OLD-FASHIONED SQUARE DANCE 
| 9 P.M.—Public Square 


CSO —_——_— 











Sunday, fine 27,1954 


MORNING WORSHIP 
IN ALL SOMERSET CHURCHES 





SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMUNITY VESPERS SERVICE 
4 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 
PRELUDE | 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN—Onward Christian Soldiers 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP—The Rev. Gerald O. Bishop 
SCRIPTURE LESSON—The Rev. Kenneth T. Barnette 
THE ANTHEM—The Heavens are Telling” Haydn 


Sesquicentennial Chorus 
THE PRAYER—The Rev. Albert A. Gartland 
The offering and offeratory 
THE HYMN—America The Beautiful 
THE SERMON—The Rev. I. Hess Wagner, D.D. 
THE ANTHEM “Gloria” from the ‘“Twelfth Mass’? Mozart 


ie | ve en a Sesquicentennial Chorus 

a THE HYMN—Faith of Our Fathers 

THE BENEDICTION—The Rev. Harold A. Marsh 
POSTLUDE 
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Minday, frre 23, 1954 


OFFICIAL CEREMONIES 


2:30 P.M.—COURTHOUSE 
C. L. Shaver, Esq., Presiding 


Presentation and dedication of the 
Sesquicentennial Flag by the Forbes 
Road Chapter D.A.R. 


Presentation of Mostoller Congressional 


Medal of Honor by the Somerset Chapter S.A.R. 


Presentation of the Sesquicentennial Maple Tree 
by Somerset Kiwanis Club 


Presentation of the Old Log House 
Presentation of Historical and Antiques Display 


Presentation of B & O display 


FIREMEN’S JUBILEE PARADE 
7 O’CLOCK P.M. 


Ausprces of the Somerset Volunteer Fire Department 
Floyd C. Heiple, President 


Firemen’s Jubilee Block Party Concluded 
after parade at High School Field 
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Guesday, fre 99, 1954 


10 A.M.—KIDDIES PARADE 
George A. Pfrogner, Director 


PRESENTATION AND EXHIBITION OF 
“LADY LUCK NO. 2” B-50 BOMBER 
Five Days—Courthouse 





First Presentation 


ANHEUSER-BUSCH CHAMPION CLYDESDALE TEAM 


3:30 P.M.—BASEBALL GAME 
High School Field 
HAGERSTOWN MOLLYS 
All Girl Baseball Club of Hagerstown, Md. 


vs. 
SOMERSET COUNTY ALL STARS 
NO ADMISSION FEE 


Newton B. Picking, Mgr. 


PREMIERE 
ONCE THE WILDERNESS 
SESQUICENTENNIAL HISTORICAL PAGEANT 
8:30 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 
Admission fee—$1.00 per person 


Tickets available in advance from all Somerset Jaycees and at 
Sesquicentennial Headquarters. Advance tickets to be exchanged 
for gate tickets for specific nights on first come, first served basis. 








Wednesday, June 20,1954 


ARMED SERVICES DAY 


In every call to arms the people of Somerset have 

responded nobly. Many there are in Somerset’s history 

who have made the supreme sacrifice. To their mem- 

ories this day in Somerset’s Sesquicentennial celebra- 
tion 1s affectionately dedicated. 


SPONSORS 


Somerset Post 554 Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Samuel S. Crouse Post 181 American Legion 


35TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 


Second Presentation 


ANHEUSER-BUSCH CHAMPION CLYDESDALE TEAM 





ARMED SERVICES PARADE 
George Cassett, Chief Marshal 
7 P.M. Awarps 


Second Presentation 
ONCE THE WILDERNESS 
SESQUICENTENNIAL HISTORICAL PAGEANT 


9:00 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 
Admission fee—$1.00 per person 
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Lhursday, J“" A, MISA 


SOMERSET COUNTY DAY 


In recognition and appreciation of the many expressions of good 
will on the part of all of Somerset County to the people of 
Somerset Borough over many years, this day in Somerset’s 
Sesquicentennial celebration is specially designated as Somerset 
County Day. Somerset County may have its equal, but it has no 
superiors. Somerset 1s proud to be the county seat of the grand 
County of Somerset. In the years that are to come, may the spurtt 
of good will for all of Somerset County by all of Somerset 
County prevail in every avenue of our mutual interests and 
pursuits. 


Third Presentation 
ANHEUSER-BUSCH CHAMPION CLYDESDALE TEAM 


SOMERSET COUNTY DAY PROGRAM 
2:30 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 
Burgess Homer W. Hay, Presiding 


FORMAL PROGRAM— ENTERTAINMENT 


BEARD JUDGING CONTEST 
4:30 P.M. 


Third Presentation 
ONCE THE WILDERNESS 
SESQUICENTENNIAL HISTORICAL PAGEANT 
9:00 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 
Admission fee—$1.00 per person 
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Drilay, SJelp 2 A954 


AGRICULTURE DAY 


C. C. McDowell, Somerset County 
Farm Agent, Chief Marshal 


COMMITTEE 
James Bochy Robert Sowerbrower 
Harmar Bowlby Clark Stahl 
Mrs. H. G. Doolittle Reon Will 
G. Floyd Dye C. C. McDowell, Chairman 


10:30 A.M.—AGRICULTURE PARADE 


Police Escort * Color Guard « Band + Chief Marshal 

Guests * Assistant Marshals 

PionEER Division, Reon Will, Marshal 

SMALL Grain Division, Charles Cramer, Marshal 

Pouttry Division, Guy Spoerlein, Marshal 

Corn Division, Gillian Friedline, Marshal 

Hay Division, Harmar Bowlby, Marshal 

Livestock Division, Quentin Hine, Marshal 

Horse Division, John Faidley, Marshal 

PoraTo-Fruit-VEGETABLE Division, James Bochy, Marshal 

Forestry Division, John Zimmerman, Marshal 

Home Drvision, Mrs. H. G. Doolittle, Marshal 

Junior Division, G. Floyd Dye, Marshal 

GrancE Division, Clark Stahl, Marshal 
; PARADE JUDGES 

Lowell Odhner—Managing Director Pa. Chain Store Council 
William Cochrane—Indiana County Farm Agent 


Rex Carter—Fayette County Farm Agent 
AWARDS 


First, Second and Third awards, each division 
Grand Prize, most outstanding entry, $25.00 Savings Bond 


2 P.M.—HORSE PULLING CONTEST 
First, Second and Third awards 
High School Field 


SOMERSET SERVICE CLUBS ANNUAL JOINT DINNER 
6 P.M.—Kiwanis—Lions—Rotary > 


Fourth Presentation 
ONCE THE WILDERNESS 
SESQUICENTENNIAL HISTORICAL PAGEANT 
9:00 P.M.—High School Athletic Field 


Admission fee—$1.00 per person 





Saturday, July 3, 1954 


VICE PRESIDENT NIXON DAY 


PROGRAM 
1:30 o’clock P.M. 
High School Athletic Field . 
Hon. Thomas F. Lansberry, Presiding 


MUSIC 
Somerset High School Band 


Somerset Sesquicentennial Chorus 


The National Anthem 


The Invocation 
The Rev. Galen R. Blough, Pastor, Church of the Brethren 


Presentation of His Excellency, 
The Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
The Hon. John S. Fine 
by 
Hon. Fred P. Hare, Jr. 
Administrative Assistant to the Governor of the Commonwealth 


Presentation of the 
Senior United States Senator from Pennsylvania, 
_ The Hon. Edward Martin, 
by 
W. Curtis Truxal, Esq., 
Member, Somerset County Bar 


Presentation of the 
Junior United States Senator from Pennsylvania, 
The Hon. James H. Duff, 
by 
Hon. William S. Livengood, Jr. 
Secretary of Internal Affairs of the Commonwealth 


Presentation of the 
Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth, 
the Hon. Lloyd H. Wood, 
A by 
Deputy Secretary W. H. Beachy 
Department of Revenue of the Commonwealth 


Introduction of the — 
Vice President of the United States, 
the Hon. Richard M. Nixon 
by 
Hon. Richard M. Simpson 
Member of Congress from the 18th Congressional District of Pennsylvania 


° 


America 


The Benediction 
The Rev. William T. Doncaster, Ph.D., Pastor, 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 








Sunday, July 4, 1954 


Morning Worship Services in all Somerset Churches 


INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW 
Somerset County Airport 
Route 53—1:30 P.M. 
Somerset Aero Club, Sponsor 


Chief announcer and Master of Ceremonies 
Bill Sweet 
FEATURED PERFORMERS 
Capt. Rod Jocelyn, International Aerobatics Champion 
Bobby Ward, Champion Parachute Jumper 
Paul Anderson, Featured Aerobatics Performer 
. “HI” in the sky 
. Fleur-De-Lis 
. Aerial Sharp Shooting 
. Test Parachute Jump 
. Flight-of-yesteryear 
Power Smoke Aerobatics 
House Dive-Bombed from the Air 
Man’s Mastery of the Air 
. Rhapsody in Smoke ~ 


. American Flag Parachute Jump 


SOMNDUAWN HE 


— 


No admission charge for air show 
Parking fee of $1.00 per car 
Parking only in parking area 


FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES PROGRAM 
6 P.M.—F.O.E. Home 
Robert W. Hansen, Guest Speaker 
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Manday, fly 5, 1954: 


SESQUICENTENNIAL DAY 


PARADE 
1:30 P.M. 


CAVALCADE OF SOMERSET 
A. W. Francis, Director 
One of the outstanding events of the Somerset Sesquicentennial 


celebration, the Cavalcade of Somerset, depicting life in Somerset 
from the earlvest days to the present moment. 





Fifth and Final Presentation 


ONCE THE WILDERNESS 


High School Athletic F ield 
8:30 P.M. 





FIREWORKS 
High School Athletic F ield 
10:30 P.M. 





AULD LANG SYNE 


Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And days of auld lang syne? 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
For auld lang syne, 
We'll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet 
For auld lang syne. 


Printed in U.S.A. 
William G. Johnston Co. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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